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For the Utiea Christian Repository. | natural man, in this text, he means, the 
EXPOSITION OF 1 COR. 2. 14. _ || unregenerate man, the man who has 

“But the natural man receiveth not the || not been created anew in the moral im- 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are || age of Christ, the man who still is, 
foolishness unto him: neither can he|! what all are by nature, a child of i } 
know them, because they are spiritually || wrath. ia 
discerned.” The unregenerate man receiveth 
Following the order of the text, the |} not—ou dechetai, does not embrace, as 

first inquiry is, what is meant by the || the word often signifies. Acts 11. 1, 

phrase natural man? In the original || “And the apostles and brethren that 

It is, psuchikos anthropos, the animal || were in Judea heard that the gentiles 

man. But, as it would be quite un-|| had also received the word of God.” 

necessary for the apostle gravely to|) That is, they heard that the gentiles 

affirm that the mere animal does not || had embraced the gospel, that they had 

receive spiritual things, the term is|| cordially received the truth as it is in 

doubtless applied in a figurative sense. || Jesus. 1 Thes. 1. 6, “And ye be- 

Some commentators have supposed || came followers of us, and of the Lord, 

the phrase was intended to designate || having received the word in much af- 

a sensual man; one addicted to the |} fliction:” Having embraced the gos- 

gratification of the animal appetites, } pel, with much tribulation and perse- 

in distinction from one of a contempla- || cution in consequence of it. Acts 8. 

tive turn of mind, who is fond of intel- || 14, “The apostles which were at Je- 

lectual pursuits. It is true that sucha || rusalem heard that Samaria had re- 

man does not receive the things of the || ceived the word of God.” The peo- 

Spirit of God: But it is equally true || ple of Samaria had embraced the gos- 

of the most profound philosopher, or || pel under the preaching of Philip.— 

the most acute metaphysician, while || The unregenerate man does not cor- 

he isin a state ofunregeneracy. Those |} dially embrace and relish the things of 

which are more appropriately the lusts || the Spirit of God. ‘Though they may 

of the mind, are as great an obstacle to || be presented to his mind, and the as- 

the true knowledge of spiritual things, || sent of his understanding and of his 

as are the lusts of the flesh. And per- || conscience may be gained, still his 

haps the pride of intellect is less fre- || heart rejects them. “For they that 

quently subdued by the grace of the || are after the flesh do mind the things 

gospel, than are the mere animal pas- | of the flesh; but they that are after the | ( 

sions. Some other meaning, then, || Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” The 

must be sought: And if we advert to || unregenerate man “savors not the 

the manner in which the same apostle || things that be of God, but those that 

Commonly uses the terms flesh and || be of men.’ 

spirit, carnal mind and spiritual mind, || ‘The unregenerate man does not ¢m- 

natural man and spiritual man, old || brace nor relish the things of the Spi- 

man and new man, there can be no|| rit of God. What are > those things? 

feom for doubt, that, by the phrase |! They are the things which God hath 
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354 Exposition of 1 Cor. 2. 14. 


revealed by his Spirit: the truths which | receiveth not the things of the spirit of 
are contained in the word of God: the { God; for they are foolishness unto 
doctrines of the bible, which are to be || him: Neither can he know them, be- 
believed with the heart; the precepts of || cause they are spiritually discerned.” 
the bible, which are to be obeyed from || The things of the Spirit, then, are 
the heart; and the promises of the bi- || things which were revealed by the Spi- 
ble, which are to be embraced with the || rit, and things which the apostles 
heart. That those things which are |! preached. Those things which the 
taught in the scriptures by the inspira- || apostles preached, respecting doctrine, 
tion of the Holy Spirit, are the things } and duty, and experience, are not em- 
of the Spirit spoken of in this text, ra- || braced nor relished by the unregene- 
ther than the christian graces, which || rate. They love darkness rather than 
are also things of the Spirit,, being’ light, because their deeds are evil, 
wrought in us by the sanctifying influ- || They hate the light, and are unwilling 
ences of the Spirit, I conclude, from || to come to the light, lest their deeds 
the nature of the christian graces.— || should be reproved. 

They are all active. They cannot be The unregenerate man does not em- 
so properly said to be received or em- |\ brace nor relish the truths which God 
braced, as exercised. "Things that are | has revealed by his Spirit; for they 
received, exist before they are res are foolishness unto him. This dec- 

| 











ed, and whether they are received or || laration is repeatedly made by the a- 
not. But the christian graces are not | postle, and is often confirmed by expe- 
first created by the Holy Spirit, and || rience and observation. He says, 1 
then presented to us, to be received or Cor. 1. 18, “For the preaching of 
rcjected. "They do not exist, indeed, || the cross is to them that perish fool- 
without bis agency to produce them. || ishness; but unto us who are saved it 
Neither do they exist without our a- |] isthe power ofGod.” And verses 23, 
gency to exercise them. They are not, || 24, “We preach Christ crucified, un- 
theu,things to be received or embraced. || to the Jews a stumbling block, and un- 
but the traths taught in the scriptures || to the Greeks foolishness; but unto 
by the Spirit, exist, and are proposed them who are called, both Jews and 
to as, end by us are cordially received || Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 
or rejected. And this conclusion is j the wisdom of God.” That the exhi- 
confirmed by the context. Verse 9, || bition of those truths to which the car- 
at) onward, “But as it is written, eye || nal mind is enmity, should be fixed 


| 
heth not seen, nor ear heard, neither || upon by the wisdom of God, as the 
have entered into the heart of man, the || best means of reclaiming the wicked, 
still seems the height of folly, to the 
them ‘hat love him. But God hath re- | wise men of this world, They would 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit: for | devise means very different indeed, 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,the |} means that would sooth, and flatter, 
deep things of God. For what man || and persuade; means that would please 
knoweth the things of a man, save the || men; and they are often disposed to 
spirit of man which is in him? Even || say to the faithful preacher of the gos- 
so the things of God knoweth no man, | pel as Festus did to Paul, “Thou art 
but the spirit of God. Now we have || beside thyself; much learning doth 
received, not the spirit of the world, || make thee mad;” and to address his 
but the spirit which is of God: that we |! hearers as some did the hearers of the 
might know the things that are freely || Lord Jesus, “He hath a devil, and is 
given tous of God. Which things | mad; why hear ye him?” And even 
alsa we speak, not in the words which || some professed christians are so deeply 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the || tinctured with this wisdom of the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spi- || world, that, though they must admit 
ritual things with. spiritual.” Then || these things to be true, because they 
follows the text, “But the natural man " are in the bible, yet they think it very 
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Exposition of 1 Cor. 2. 14. 355 


unwise and imprudent for ministers to || ‘Before I iormed thee, I knew thee; (that 


preach them. 
the Spirit of God are not only foolish- 
ness to the unregenerate, but many. of 
them also are foolishness to numbers 
of the professed friends of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The next clause of the text is, “Nei- 
ther can he know them.” This clause |; 
presents two subjects of inquiry, the 
nature of the zrability spoken of, and 
the kind of knowledge of which the un- 
regenerate isincapable. And perhaps 
if the kind of knowledge spoken of 
shall be first ascertained, the nature of 
the inability, affirmed of the unregene- 
rate man, will be more easily discov- 
ered. 

‘The scriptures speak of two kinds 
of knowledge, one of which belongs to 
ihe understanding, and the other to the 
heart. One is purely intellectual, and 
the other is choice, approbation, love, 
regard, or acknowledgement. It is af- 
firmed of the Lord Jesus, John 2. 24, 
25, that “he knew all men, and need- 
ed not that any should testify of man; 
for he knew what was in man.” And 
Peter said to him, John 21. 17, “Lord, 
ihou knowest all things, thou knowest 
that Llove thee.” And yet he says of 
some, Mat. 7. 23, “And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you; | 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
it must be a different kind of know- 
ledge which he here denies of himself, 
in relation to some, from that which is | 
affirmed of hina in the other passages 
in relation to all men. Perfect intellect- 
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Thus, the things of || is, chose thee;) and before thou cam- 


est forth out of the womb I sanctified 
| thee: (that is, set thee apart) and I or- 
dained thee a prophet unto the nations.’ 


Jer. 22.16, “He judged the cause of 


the poor and needy; then it was well 
with him: Was not this to Anow me? 
‘saith the Lord;” (shat is, to acknow- 
ledge me.) Amos 3. 2, “You only 
have I known of all the families of the 
earth;” that is, regarded with pecul- 
iar affection.) And in some instances 
the Greek and Hebrew words for know 
are rendered in our translation by 
words which signify approbation or 
regard. Rom.7. 15, “For that which 
I do, I allow not;’ ” Greek, ou ginosko, 
know not, that is, do not approve. 
Prov. 12. 10, “The righteous man re- 
gardeth the life of his beast;”” Hebrew, 
yodea, knoweth, that is, regardeth. 
From these examples, it is evident, 
that the word know is used in scripture 
in two senses, one to express that 
which is merely intellectual, and the 
other to express an affection of the 
in wh And the question now arises, 
im which of these two senses is it used 
in the passage under consideration? I 
think not in the first, because unrege- 
nerate men often have as much native 
vigor of intellect, and have their un- 
| derstanding as much cultivated, as any 
others: because the truths contained in 
the bible must be such as the intellec- 
tual faculties of men are capable of 
comprehending, or they could not with 
| propriety be said to be revealed: be- 


ual knowledge he has of all men and all cause, those truths must be within the 
things; but a knowledge of the heart, a | scope of their capacities, in order that 
knowledge of approbation & of ¢ hoice, ‘they may be justly punished for their 


he has only of his friends. This latter 
kind of knowledge is evidently meant, 
when he says, John 10.14, Lam the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, 
and am known of mine.” Also 2 
Tim. 2. 19, “The foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal; The 
Lord knoweth them that are his.” Al- 
so, Ps. 1. 6, “The Lord knoweth the 
way of the righteous; but the way of 
the ungodly shall perish.” He appro- 
“eth the way of the righteous. Jer. 1. 


aw 


| posed is a possible one. 





neglect toembrace them: and because 
they are actually represented in scrip- 
ture as being capable of knowing them, 


| and as having their condemnation ag- 
2 || gravated by the knowledge of them. 
| The apostle says, 1 Cor. 13. 2, “Tho’ 


Ihave the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries and all knowledge; 
and though I have ail faith, so that i 
could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing.” The case sup- 
And though 
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it may be thought that this passage has 
reference to knowledge communicated 
directly by divine inspiration, without 
the instrumentality of the written 
word, yet it is clearly implied that a 
man may have all this knowledge, and 
yet be an unregenerate man, destitute 
of charity, or true religion. An unre- 
generate man, then, is capable of it. 
Luke 12. 47,48, “And that servant, 
which knew his Lord’s will, and pre- 
pared not himself, neither did accor- 
ding to his will shall be beaten with 
many stripes. But he that knew 
not, and did commit things worthy 
of stripes shall be beaten with few 
stripes. For unto whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall much be requir- 
ed, and to whom men have commit- 
ted much, of him they will ask the 
more.” This plainly implies that 
some unregenerate men do know, in- 
tellectually, their Lord’s will, and neg- 
lect to comply with it, and will be 
punished the more on that account. 
And this applies with peculiar force to 
those that live under the light of the 
gospel, while the heathen, that have 
not this intellectual knowledge of the 
things of God, will be punished in a 
less degree Yet they will be punish- 
ed, according to what they do know; 
and they know enough to take away 
all excuse. Rom. 1. 19, 20, “Be- 
cause that which may be known of 
God is manifest in them, (or among 
them;) for God hath showed it unto 
them. For theinvisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understoud by the 
things that are made, even his eternal 
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in which the heart is represented as 
the seat of moral blindness, darkness 
and ignorance. Eph. 4.18, “Hay. 
ing the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, through 
the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart.” Jobin 
12. 40, “He hath blinded their eyes, 
and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor un- 
derstand with their heart, and be con- 
verted,and I should heal them.” Deut. 
29. 4, “Yet the Lord hath not given 
you an. heart to perceive, and eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, unto this day.” 
Isa. 44.20, “A deceived heart hath 
turned him aside, that he cannot de- 
liver his soul, nor say, is there nota 
lie in my right hand?” Rom. 1. 21, 
“They became vain in their imagina- 
tions, and their foolish heart was dar- 
kened.” Jer. 24. 7, “I will give them 
an heart to know me.” That knovw- 
ledge of the things of the Spirit, of 
which the unregenerate are declared in- 
capable, is, then, not intellectual know- 
ledge, but the knowledge of the heart. 

Having ascertained what kind of 
knowledge it is, of which the unrege- 
nerate man is declared incapable, the 
way is prepared to discover what kind 
of inability is affirmed of him. “Nev- 
ther can he know them.” As the 
knowledge spoken of belongs to the 
heart, the inability spoken of must be- 
long also to the heart. As the know- 
ledge denied of him is a moral exer- 
cise, and consists, in a cordial appro- 
bation of the things of the Spirit, so 
the inability of which he is the sub- 


ject is a moral exercise, and consists 


power and Godhead; so that they are || in disinclination, or aversion of heart 


without excuse.” For these reasons; 
I conclude, that the kind of knowledge 
of which the unregenerate man is, in 
the text, declared incapable, cannot 
be mere intellectual knowledge, but 
must be that kind of knowledge which 
belongs to the heart. And this ac- 
cords best with the interpretation alrea- 
dy given to the corresponding phrase 
“receiveth not,” in the former part of 
the verse. And it accords best with 
those numerous passsages of scripture 





| ly shown. 
| one is called natural, the other moral. 


| to the things of the Spirit, in enmity to 
the truth. 

That there are two kinds of inabih- 
ty spoken of in the scriptures, is easi- 
For the sake of distinction 





The one is called natural, not because 
| it is supposed by those who make this 
| distinction that all men are by nature 
| the subjects of it, as is the case in the 
| phrase natural heart, and some oth- 
| ers; but because it denotes some defect 
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or insufficiency in the physical con- 
constitution of soul or body. The 
other is called moral, not because it 
denotes a physical inability to perform 
moral actions, but because it is of a 
moral quality, that is, it is either holy 
orsintul. Natural inability to embrace 
the truths revealed in the bible con- 
sistsin the want of some of the facul- 
ties which are exercised in embrac- 
ing those truths. Moral inability to 
embrace those truths consists in aver- 
sion to them. A brute animal is the 
subject of natural inability to embrace 
those truths, because he has not the 
faculties which are exercised in em- 
bracing them. But a brute animal is 
not the subject of a moral ability or 
inability to embrace those truths, be- 
cause he is incapable of any approba- 
tion or disapprobation of them. His 
natural inability renders him ineapa- 
ble of any moral ability or inability. 
No being-can be the subject of moral 
ability or inability, according to the 
definition above given of it, unless he 
has natural ability. If he is the sub- 
ject of natural inability to embrace 
the truths of the gospel, that very cir- 
cumstance renders it improper to affirm 
that he is either morally able or mor- 
ally unable te embrace them. His na- 
tural inability is a natural incapacity 
of having either moral ability or mor- 
al inability in that case. 

That the want or insufficiency of 
any of the faculties of body or mind, 
is called inability in the scriptures, it 
Is upnecessary to adduce any proofs. 
That disinclination is called inability, 
and that it is of a different kind from 
the former, so that the same man may 
be both able and unable to do the same 
thing, able with natural ability, but un- 
able with moral ability, the following 
passages will show: Genesis 19. 22, 
“Haste thee, escape thither: for I can- 
not do any thing till thou be come 
thither.” He had the natural ability, 
but he was disinclined. Gen. 37. 4, 
“And when his brethren saw that their 
father loved him more than all his 
brethren, they hated him, and could 
nat speak peaceably unto him.” They 


| had as much natural ability to speak 


peaceably to him, as they ever had, 
but they were disinclined. Gen. 39. 9, 
“How then can I do this great wick- 
edness, and sin against God?” It is 
an affirmation that he could not. Lut 
he had natural ability to commit the 
sin to which he was solicited; he was 
only disinclined. Acts 4. 20, “For 
we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard.” ‘They had 
natural ability to forbear speaking 
those things, but they were strongly 
disinclined. 

It is plain, then, that there are two 
kinds of inability spoken of in the 
scriptures. And the question now a- 
rises, which of them is the inability 
spoken of in the text under considera~ 
tion? That it is not natural inability, 
I infer from the fact that the scriptures 
so abundantly represent men as able 
to know and do their duty, and threat- 
en them with eternal punishment for 
the neglect of it. - It is declared that 
every mouth shall be stopped, and all 
the world become guilty before God. 
But if men were punished for not do- 
ing what they were naturally unable 
to do, every mouth would be opened 
wide with complaints of injustice, and 
they could not feel self condemned be- 
fore God. And the scriptures posi- 
tively declare, Ezek. 12. 2, “Son of 
man, thou dwellest in the midst of a 
rebellious house, which have eyes to 
see, and see not; they have ears to 
hear, and hear not: for they are a re- 
bellious house.” The want of eyes 
and ears would be a natural inability; 
but they do not want these. They 
have all necessary natural ability to 
do their duty; but they do it not, for 
they are a rebellious house. Their 
rebellious heart is the sole obstacle. 

When it is said, therefore, of the 
unregenerate man, that he cannot 
know the things of the Spirit of God, 
the meaning, is, he has not the leasf 
disposition to approve or relish those 
truths which God has revealed by his 
Spirit. 

The only remaining clause of the 


! verse, assigns the reason, “Because 
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they are spiritually discerned.” That 
is. because they are discerned only by 
the spiritual man. The spiritual 
mun is the opposite of the natural man. 
He is one who is renewed in the spir- 
it of his mind, after the moral image 
of Christ. The discerning here spo- 
ken of, is the same as the receiving 
and the knowing already explained. 
The whole verse, then, stands thus: 
The unregenerate man does not em- 
brace the truths which God has re- 
vealed by his Spirit; for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither has he 
the least disposition to embrace or 
relish them, because they are embra- 
ced or relished only by the spiritual 
or regenerate man. GIMEL. 


Ide 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
REPLY TO T. P. J. ON THE HEART. 
Messrs. Epirors: 

I have, for a long time, omitted an- 
swering T’. P. J., hoping some abler 
pen would be employed in defending 
the sentiment I endeavored to sup- 
port. But as no one has written, and 
asI have been requested to pursue 
the subject further, I venture to write. 
I said nothing in my first answer but 
what I feel able to maintain; and | 
find nothing in the reply which ap- 
pears in the least to weaken my argu- 
ments, except assertions, which are 
far from being arguments or self-evi- 
dent propositions: but there are some 
points in said answer, which it may 
be proper to notice, in order to show 
the inconsistency and the impractica- 
bility of the scheme I oppose. 

I shall offer nothing on the logical | 
part of T. P. J.’s discussion, since he | 
has conceded that the scriptures make 
the soul the subject of moral exercises. 

It appears to me improper to say, 
the faculty of perception, perceives; | 
the faculty of reason, reasons; the fac- 
ulty of conscience,determines the mor- 
al quality of action; and the faculty 
of affections puts forth affections. I 
shall be better understood, while I | 
speak more according to matter of 
fact, if I say, the soul perceives, rea- | 
sons, judges of moral actions, desires | 
and executes, loves and hates. ' 
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The gentleman who has written 
against me, seems disposed still to 
prosecute his argument drawn from 
the case of infants. I am not a little 
surprised that he still contends, that 
infants are sinners before they have 
sinned. Says he, “Infants, it is true, 
will not be punished for actual deeds; 
but, unless pardoned, &c. Pardoned! 
For what? let me ask. 

| According to T. P. J.’s scheme, the 
infant has done nothing good or bad; 
and does such a being need pardon? 
We are informed in the word of God, 
that the child shall not die for the pa- 
| rent’s sin. And who can see the jus. 
| tice of God in inflicting punishment 
| on those beings so destitute of a moral 
character, that they have no affections 
whatever? If there be any such thing 
as injustice, I should think such con- 
duct must be of that description; and 
such conduct, the Most High dis. 
claims. Saith he, “Every man shall 
die for his own sin;” and this sin must 
be “the transgression of the law.” 

Again; T. P. J. admits the diff. 
culty I charged upon his scheme; name- 
ly, that it would destroy the sinner’s 
ability to make him a new. heart, and 
then he plainly asserts that the sinner 
is “utterly unable to change the nature 
of the soul,” by which he means the 
heart. 

If this be a fact, I could wish to see 
it better supported, than merely his 
werd for it, because we are command- 
ed to make ourselves a new heart, 
and to say we cannot, seems to im- 
peach the wisdom of God. 

To my fourth reason, which was, 
that God requires nothing but good, 
and forbids nothing but evil exercises, 
T. P. J. remarks, “If we are required 
to have good exercises, or a good 
heart, it is in effeet, the same as if we 
were required to have both a good 
heart and good affections.” This, on 


|| his plan, is just as wise as to say, If 


we are required to reason, it is, in ef- 
fect, the same as if we were required 
to have both the faculty of reason and 
the operations, whether God has giv- 
en us this faculty or not. This, surely, 
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would be reaping where nothing was 
sown. I requested an answer to the 
question, what is the heart? because 
{ had never been able to ascertain 
what those holding to the taste scheme 
understand by the terms they use. 
The answer is in the following 
words. ‘The heart is a distinct mor- 
al faculty of the soul.” If the author 
has no idea in his own mind, mere 
than this answer conveys to mine, he 
has none at all. I must, therefore, 
ask the same question again. That 
he may not be at a loss concerning 
what I understand by the heart, I will 
inform bim that I call it the ruling 
purpose or choice of the soul. ‘This, 
J suppose, every man will understand. 
It is folly to call the heart the subject 
of this purpose, fer in this way we 
should cut up the soul into as many 
agents as faculties; and besides this, 
we are accustomed, and according to 
scripture, too, to call the soul the sub- 
ject of moral exercises. In my first 
piece, I charged the opposite senti- 
ment with presenting an insuperable 
difficulty in the way of exhorting sin- 
ners to repentance. ‘This, if true, 
says our author, is a sufficient reason 
why we should denounce the senti- 
ment.” But he adds, “No such dif- 
ficulty is found to exist. Maintaining 
this opinion, and adhering to the di- 
rections of scripture, we can warn the 
wicked to forsake his way,” &c. Per- 
mit me here to ask, what would 
amount to a difficulty, if this does 
not? The sinner is told he has a 
wicked heart, and that the heart is the 
subject of all his exercises; and of 
course, before he can put forth any 
holy volitions, the subject must be cre- 
ated by some one, without himself. 
The sinner is told further, that he is 
utterly unable to change his heart. 
After this, by the same preacher, he 
is commanded to make him a new 
heart—love, repent, and believe, on 
pain of eternal damnation. That 
this may be, yea, often is done, I do 
hot doubt; but I am very sure that no 
candid man,who has well considered the 
subject, will contend for its consist- 
ency. I have, for some time, been 
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is impossible to tell, but we may ex- 
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acquainted with a man who contends 
for the taste scheme, and in view of 


sinners to repentance, because he be- 
lieves they cannot perform the duty: 
and, for the most part, he has acted 
according to his faith. He supposes 
it to be mocking the misery of sinners 
to command them to do what they 
have no power to perform. This is 
a man who expects to be set for the 
defence of the gospel. How far this 
sentiment will influence students in 


theology, and ministers of the gospel, 


pect that some, at least, will try to be 
consistent in their preaching. If they 
really believe that'sinners are utterly 
unable to make them a new heart, as 
| commanded, they will not call on 

them to perform this duty. It falls 

to my lot to be a hearer of preaching, 
and often have I heard the minister 
| preach as though he was sensible his 
| hearers saw his inconsistency, while 
| he would conclude his address to sin- 





je by telling them their case was 


alarming, and if they could not change 
their hearts, they would. be in the use 
of means. They must pray, and 
read the bible, and attend meetings, 
&c. Perhaps God will have mercy 
on them, and change their heart. Is 
| this the way marked out in the gospel? 
“The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord.” “Turn 
ye, turn ye, for why will ye die.” 

Should T. P. J. answer this com- 
munication, I wish he would gratifv 
me by explaining the consistency of 
his scheme, and how it can be prac- 
ticable. I wish him to tell me, on his 
3 how he makes the bible consist- 








ent, where it declares God to be not 
only the cause of a change of heart in 
us, but also of all subsequent volitions 
in the same sense, while we are ac- 
tive. “I will cause them to walk in 
my statutes.” ‘Who worketh in you 
| both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure.’ Also where David prays for 
a clean heart. Did he not know he 
| had been born again, and if a princi- 
| ple of holiness were implanted in him, 
capable of putting forth volitions, and 
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by this principle we are to understand 
the heart, why did he pray for what 
he knew he already possessed? 
Lastly, I wish him to inform me 
how Adam could be criminated for his 
sin, if a wicked heart was created in 
him for the subject of wicked exercis- 
es, independent of, and against his 
will. B. R. 
—-SI— 


ON OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH. 
Concluded from Page 220, 
REMARKS. 

1. This subject teaches how much 
allowance ought to be made for pre- 
judice. ‘There are many who profess 
to take the bible for their rule of faith, 
and to be friendly to the gospel and 
the Saviour, who are still strongly op- 


On opposition to the Truth. 


ly calls for discipline as immorality, 
Professors of religion ought to be diss 
ciplined and excommunicated for per. 
severing in immorality, both because it 
is evidence of hypocrisy, and because 
it is necessary to take away the re. 
proach which their bad example has 
brought upon the church. And for 
the same reasons they ought to be dis. 
| ciplined and excommunicated for per- 
severing in opposition to any of the 
| fundamental doctrines of the gospel, 
Indeed opposition to truth affords 4 
more decided evidence of hypocrisy 
than immorality does. David and 
Solomon were guilty of immorality, 
| but they were never charged with op- 
| posing the fundamental truths of re. 
| vealed religion. Some of the disciples 


posed to some of the peculiar doc-|| of Christ, after his death, were once 


trines of the gospel. 
wish to extend their charity and chris- 


And those who | charged with dissembling, and not 


walking uprightly, but we have no 


tian fellowship to all the professors || account that they were chargeable 


of religion who sustain a good moral 


with heresy. Persons often fall into 


character, how widely soever they || immorality without reflection, but 


may differ in sentiment, have of late, 
generally made this apology for such 
as oppose some of the primary doc- 
trines of the gospel, that “much allow- 
ance ought to be made for prejudice.” 
But it is a serious and practical ques- 
tion, how much? And in view of this 
subject it will appear, that where per- 
sons have received erroneous opinions 
from others, and have had no oppor- 
tunity to discover their falsehood, or 


| Opposition to truth is a more deliber- 

ate act of disobedience. The in- 
| fluence of such persons is also more 
| pernicious. ‘Those who practise im- 

morality do not so generally make 
| exertions to corrupt others. The giui- 
| ton and drunkard, for instance, are 
| frequently satisfied with merely grati- 
| fying their appetites, without making 
| efforts to convince others that those 
' selfish gratifications areright. Perhaps 








if persons are naturally unable to dis- || most of those who practise open im- 
cern the difference between truth and || morality, do not profess sincerely to 
error, in such cases, much allowance || believe that their practices are right, 
eught to be.made for prejudice. But || while those who are engaged in op- 
to those persons who are capable of |) posing the leading doctrines of the 
seeing the difference between truth | gospel make frequent professions of 
and error, and who live in a land of | their sincerity; and make great efforts 
gospel light and enjoy frequent oppor- to persuade others that their opposition 
tunities to know what is truth, and |*to truth is justifiable. ‘There are in- 
what is not, much allowance ought || deed different species of immorality, 
not to be: made for prejudice. It is and there are also different kinds of 
because persons are unwilling to for- || opposition to the truth. Some oppose 


sake all for Christ, and not on ac- || certain doctrines as untrue, and others 





count of mere prejudice, that they op- 
pose the fundamental truths of the gos- 
pel. 

2. If opposition to the truth arises 
frem selfish principles, then it as real- 





| oppose them as unprofitable. But 
both kinds of opposition are adapted 
to make the same impression upon 
| others,—that the cordial belief of these 
i truths is not essential to salvation. 
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to God, but extremely pernicious to || There are many who profess and ap- 
men. If the belief and love of the || pear to be sincere in opposing some 
truth is a condition of salvation, as || of the primary doctrines of the gospel. 
Christ and the apostles abundantly || They sincerely think that the doctrines 
taught, then to oppose it, is to oppose || of the divine decrees, the entire de- 
the means of human happiness. || pendence of creatures on God for their 
Hence the peftinency of the apostle’s || actions, the sovereign agency of God 
direction, “A man that is an heretic || in forming the moral character and 
after the first and second admonition, || fixing the final state of creatures, and 
reject, knowing that he that is such || the requirement of disinterested affec- 
is subverted and sinneth, being con- || tions as a condition of salvation, are 
demned of himself”? And hence the || dishonorable to God, inconsistent with 
importance of taking heed to the abun- || any motives to obedience, and conse- 

| 

| 


fut such conduct is not only offensive || plorable and dangerous condition. 


dant scriptural cautions, to avoid the || quently unprofitable doctrines to be 
company and shun the influence of || taught. And many verily think they 
sich persons. “If any man teach || are doing God service by making ex- 
otherwise, and consent not to whole- || ertions to prejudice the minds of others 
some words, even the words of our || against these doctrines and those who 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc-|| preach them. Paul, also before his 
irine which is according to godliness, || conversion, verily thought he ought to 
he is proud, knowing nothing, but || do many things contrary to the name 
doting about questions and strifes of || of Jesus of Nazareth; and so long as 
he thought so, be remained unmoved 
by the’ powerful and penetrating ar- 
guments of Stephen and others. But 
God was pleased to awaken his con- 
cain is godliaess: from such withdraw \\ science to do its office, which instant- 
thyself.” Solomon, who was wiser || ly condemned him for his persecuting 


words, whereof cometh envy, strife, 
than any mere man since or before = and his pernicious and destruc- 
! 


railings, evil surmisings, perverse dis- 


destitute of the truth, supposing that 


him, has left this very important cau- || tive errors. ‘There is a divine predic- 
tion respecting listening to errorists; || tion that in these latter times, some 
“Cease, my son, to hear the instruc- |) shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
tion that causeth to err from the words || to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
of knowledge.” And the apostle Paul |} devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, hav- 
left the same caution in substance to 


his brethren: “Now I beseech you 
brethren, mark them which cause di- 
visions and offences, contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them.” ‘Those who gave these 
cautions, evidently supposed that the 
influence and conduct of errorists, were 
extremely dangerous and _ pernicious, 
which is abundantly corroborated by 
fact. Opposition by professors of re- 


ing their conscience seared with a hot 
iron. But what will be the end of 
those who are so blinded that they 
sincerely oppose the doctrines of the 
gospel? That this is “a way that 
seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death,” is 
evident from the following divine de- 
clarations: “But there were false proph- 
ets also among the people; even as 
there shall be false teachers among 
ligion to these doctrines of the gospel || you, who privily shall bring in damna- 
which are offensive to the natural || ble heresies, even denying the Lord 
heart, more than any other cause, has || that bought them, and bring upon 
destroyed the conviction and prevented } themselves swift destruction. And 
the conversion of awakened sinners. } through covetousness shall they with 





3. If opposition to truth arises from || feigned words make merchandize of 


' 


‘elfish principles, then those who are || you: whose judgment now of a long 
“acere in doing it, are in a most de- |! time lingereth not, and their damna- 
VOL. rll, 46 
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tion slumbereth not.” 
many who oppose the truth, do not 
profess to deny the existence of Christ; 
but is not the denial of the doctrines 
which he taught, and which are essen- 
tial to his Godhead, virtually denying 
him? ‘For such are false apostles, | 
deceitful workers, transforming them- 
selves into the apostles of “Christ. 
And no marvel, for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers also be transformed, as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end 
shall be according to their works.” 

4. In view of this subject we see 
the propriety of considering the cordial 
belief of the truth a condition of 
salvation and of making the profession 
of it a condition of admittance into the 
church. {If opposition to the truth ari- 
ses from selfish principles, then the 
cordial belief and love of the truth 
must arise from benevolent affections. 
Accordingly we find the Lord Jesus 
Christ and all the inspired teachers, 
make the belief of the truth a necessa- 
ry condition of salvation. When our 
Lord sent out his disciples to preach 
the gospel to every creature, he said, 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, and he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” In another place | 
he said, He that is of God heareth 
God’s words; ye therefore hear them 
not, because ye are not of God.” The | 
apostle Paul predicted, “and for this 
cause God shall send them strong de- || 
lusion, that they should believe a lie, | 
that they all might be damned, whe 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness.” And the apostle 
John, one of the last who wrote, 
taught that “whosoever transgresseth, 


It is true that | 
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dially believes the truths which we 
preach, hath the spirit of Christ, and 
he that believeth them not, hath the 
spirit of Satan. This is evidently true 
from the nature of the fundamental 
truths of the gospel. It requires a be- 
nevolent spirit understandingly and 
cordially to embrace any of them, and 
a selfish spirit understandingly to Op- 
pose them. But a benevolent spirit 
is a new heart, which is a necessary 
condition of salvation. 

Finally. In view of this subject, we 
see the importance of frequent and dis 
crimmating exhibitions of the peculiar 
doctrines of the gospel. There are 
many at the present day, who are ac- 
tively and artfully opposing the pri- 
mary truths of revealed religion, and 
thus bringing on themselves “swift de- 
struction;” and all classes of people, 
especially the young, are exposed to 
the contagion of their pernicious exam- 
ple and influence. The time has 
come when many will not endure 
sound doctrine, but after their own 
lusts have they heaped to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears, and they 
have turned away their ears from the 
truth, and are turned unto fables. 
Public teachers therefore are loudly 
called upon to “atch in all things” 
the signs cf the times, and to “re- 
prove, rebuke, and exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine,” in doing which, 
| they must expect to“endure afflictions.” 

| Parents and guardians of youth are 
under indispensable obligations to use 
| their influence and authority to guard 
| the rising generation from embracing 
| the corrupt and soul ruining errors, 
|which are so plausible and artfully 
propagated by false teachers and their 
adherents. There is some hope that 


and abideth not in the doctrine of || while the consciences of youth are ac- 


Christ, hath not God. 


bideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 


He that a-| 


tive, and before their hearts have be- 
come hardened, their understandings 


hath both the Father and the Son. We | may be so enlightened, that they may 


are of God; he that knoweth God hear- 
eth us; he that is not of God, heareth 
not us.” And then he Maes. 
by know we the spirit of truth and the | 
= of error.” ‘This was the same | 

n substance as to s AY, 


“ Here- | 


He who cor- ! 


| 





be prevented from embracing those 
fatal errors which lead down to destruc- 
tion, and that their hearts may be pen- 
etrated and softened by the powerful 
influence of divine truth, and their souls 
thus be placed beyond the reach of 
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the destroyer. And those who are 
acquainted with the prevalence of er- 
roneous opinions, at the present day, 
must be convinced that this is the only 
hope of the christian church. There 
is little or no hope in making exertions 
to convince and turn those who have 
become sincere in embracing’ error. 
But it is matter of thankfulness that 
the consciences of sinners, before they 
are given up to blindness are on the 
side of truth. Let those therefore who 
are placed as guardians and teachers, 
make such manifestations of the truth 
as will be approved by every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God. In 
the faithful use of these means of God’s 
appointment, and in the use of these 
enly, can we reasonably hope and 
expect that the chureh of Christ will 
remain a “pillar and ground of the 
truth,” and be alight to the world 
amidst the surrounding darkness of 
error and fatal delusion. 
S. C. 
2000s 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
NEW DENOMINATION. 

There have been, in all ages, differ- 
ent denominations of religionists. We 
have long been accustomed to hear of 
Calvinists, and Arminians, and Anti- 
nomians, and Unitarians, and Univer- 
salists, and a great variety of other 
names, intended to designate those who | 
embrace schemes of religion differing 
more or less from each other. And 
we have heard of Nothingarians, who 
are supposed to embrace no religious 
system whatever. But there is a class | 
of men, who are becoming very nu- 
merous at the present day, who have, | 
[ think, no appropriate designation. 
They are not, indeed, found by them- 
selves, as a distinct community, but 
are intermingled with other communi- | 
ties. Their principles, however, and 
their practices, are such as clearly en- | 
tile them to a distinct name. And 
their being intermingled with other 
communities is no objection to this. 
For we hear of Calvinistic Episco- 
palians, Calvinistic Presbyterians, | 
Calvinistic Congregationalists, Calvin- | 





istic Baptists, and so also of Armini- 
an Episcopalians, Arminian Presbyte- 
rians, Arminian Congregationalists, 
and Arminian Baptists. It is a great 
convenience to have a name, if one 
can be found sufficiently expressive 
of the thing, since it saves much cir- 
cumlocution. And no one is ever 
ashamed of his name, unless he is 
ashamed of the thing which that name 
expresses. And as this class, of which 
I am speaking, are already very nu- 
merous, and are rapidly extending 
their influence, and bid fair, 1 think, 
to be the prevailing denomination, 
which, at no distant day, may swallow 
up all others, I think it is high time 
they had adistinet name. And as no 
term occurs to me more expressive of 
their true character, or more descrip- 
tive of their principles and practice, I 
would take the liberty of proposing, 
until some better name is suggested, 
that they be called Anythingarians. 
In the early part of my life I met 
occasionally with some of this class, 
and not fully*anderstanding their prin- 
ciples, I sometimes wondered at 
their conversation and conduct. But 
further acquaintance with men and 
things has explained it all. I once 
resided for a considerable time in a 
populous place, where there were sev- 
eral churches, the ministers of which 
frequently interchanged their labors, 
and where also travelling preachers fre- 
quently stopped and spent a sabbath. 
Of course, there was a great variety in 
the preaching, both as to style, manner, 
and talent, and as to the sentiments 
which wereinculcated. <A certain class 
of hearers, however, were always 
pleased. Let the preacher be whom 
he might, if he only spoke fluently and 
gracefully, and let the sentiments of 
his discourse be what they might, this 
class of hearers were always gratified. 
I could never come out of the place of 
worship, and walk the length ofa street 
in their company, without hearing 
them exclaim, “What an excellent 
sermon! What a fine preacher!” And 
I often had to cross the street, or hurry 
along with a haste scarcely decent, 
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to avoid the usual 
“Don’t you think it was an excellent | 
sermon?” This class of people, Lcon- | 
clude, were Anythingarians.” 
Happening once in a strange place, 
1 inquired something about their | 
preacher, and the reply was, “Oh, he | 
is one of the best of preachers; every 
body is pleased with him. Before he 
came among us there were many dif- 
ferent parties, each having their own 
peculiar views, and keeping up separ- 
ate meetings: Now, all are united. 
Calvinists and Arminians, Presbyte- 
rians and Episcopalians, Baptists and 
Methodists, and Quakers, all go to 
hear him, and all are equally well 
pleased; and the congregation increases 
rapidly.” I thought he must be a 








to such acommendation as this. But 
a few more years’ acquaintance with 
the world has corrected my error, and 
convinced me that this character is 
not so rare as I then imagined. It is 
not yet, however, quitesclear to my 
mind whether he was an Anything- 
arian or a Nothingarian, though my 
opinion inclines to the former. Most 
of his hearers were without doubt, 
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race kind of character to be ss 





I have known some men of such a 
happy versatility of genius, that they 
could so accommodate themselves to 
those with whom they happened to be, 
and so enter into all their views and | 
feelings, as to seem, for the time, to 
be just like them. Like the chame- 
leon, they always assumed the colour 
of those objects to which they were 
nearest. With Calvinists, they wou'd 
seem to talk in favor of the doctrines 
of grace; and with Arminians, a 
would seem to be opposed to those 
doctrines, and in favor of the opposite | 
views. With Episcopalians, they | 
would speak well of the church, and | 
seem to have no aversion to forms of | 
prayer, and confirmation, and ordina- | 
tion by Bishops. With Presbyterians, | 
they would seem to prefer the Presby- | 
terian order and government; and | 
with Congregationalists, they would | 
seem to be well pleased with their sys- | 
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With Baptists, they would ex. 
press a high opinion of the purity and 
orthodoxy of their churches, seem al- 
most willing to go into the water, and 
appear to approve of every thing but 
their close communion, and not blame 
them for that. With Methodists, they 
would talk fluently of their good feel. 
ings, exhort in their meetings, say 
amen to their prayers, encourage wo- 
men to speak in public, and exhort 
awakened sinners to press forward. 
With Quakers, they would say thee 
and thow, and talk of the Agat within, 
And with all, they would expatiate on 
the evils of a sectarian spirit, and en- 
large in the praises of charity and 
liberal sentiments in religion. [ have 
been sometimes greatly puzzled to 
account for such apparent changes, 
from one thing to its opposite, made 
in so short a time, and with so much 
facility. But I think I have found out 
the secret. These men were Any- 
thingarians. 

Besides the foregoing traits of char- 
acter, which distinguish those of this 
denomination, I have taken notice of 
some others, which I will mention. 

When a man, in all companies. 
abounds in religious small talk, but 
carefully avoids saying any thing that 
has much point, or is very decided 
any way, I set him down as an Any- 
thingarian. 

When a man professes to think well 
oftwo opposite schemes of religion, 
and declares that he likes them both, 
and sees no important difference be- 
tween them; or when two books, writ- 
tenon opposite sides of the same ques- 
tion, are presented to him, and after 
examination, he declares that he ad- 
mires them both, and thinks they are 
equally good; I set him down as an 
Anythingarian. 

When a man acknowledges the truth 
as the instrument of the conversion aud 
sanctification of men, and at the same 
time embraces in his fellowship those 
who understandingly hate and oppose 
the truth, I set him down as an Any- 
thingarian. 

When a man professes to believe 
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‘hat holiness consists in disinterested || doit as well, and at the same time is 
penevolence, and that every selfish |) very intimate with those who oppose 
experience is a false experience, and || my principles, and encourages all 
yet embraces in his fellowship those || their efforts to bring those principles 
who openly avow that their religion || into disrepute, I set down that man as 
is wholly selfish, and those who pub- || an Anythingarian. 
licly ridicule the idea of disinterested When a church has a confession of 
benevolence as chimerical and impos- | faith, and require all whom they ‘re- 
sible, I set him down as an Anything- || ceive as members to give their public 
arian. | assent to it, and at the same time do 
When two men of opposite princi- || not carefully examine applicants to 
ples go and converse with a third per- | know whether they understand and 
son for the purpose of ascertaining || believe the doctrines contained in 
what his principles are, and ez ich | ithat confession, or knowingly re- 
comes away with the impression that || ceive such as do not believe those 
he agrees with him, I set down that || doctrines, or retain, without any 
third person as an Anythingarian. effort at discipline, those members who 
When a man professes to believe || openly oppose the doctrines to which 
the doctrines of the bible to be true, || they have solemnly assented, I set 
and acknowledges that they are plain- | down that church as a body of Any- 
ly and abundantly taught in the scrip- || thingarians. 
tures, and atthe same time considers When a church has a covenant, by 
the preaching of them as unprofitable || which all the members haye solemnly 
and useless, if not positively. injurious, || bound themselves to walk with that 
and so converses with the opposers of || church in all the ordinances of the gos- 
those doctrines that they consider him pel, and yet suffer their members to 
as much opposed as they are, I set || walk away whenever and wherever 
down that man as an Anythingarian. | they please, I think that church must 
When a man professes to believe || be deeply tinctured with Anything- 
the doctrines of the bible to be true, || arianism. 
and declares that he is willing to have I might mention other traits, which 
them preached, but is always in a | distinguish this denomination from all 
tremor when he hears any of them || others, and give them a claim to a dis- 
mentioned from the pulpit, for fear ! tinct title; but these few hints willenable 
they should be carried too far, I set || every reader to supply others from his 
him down as an Anythingarian. own observation. And I intended to 
When a man professes to believe || say something of the great advantages 
the doctrines of the bible to be true, | of belonging to this denomination; in 
aud declares that he understands them, | which, howev er, | must be brief. 
and is edified with them, but is afraid |} As I have observed already, I 
of having them preached, lest other || think this denomination bids fair to be 
people should not understand them | the prevailing denomination, and to 
and be edified, I set him down as an || swallow up all others. And every 
Any thingarian. one must be sensible of the great ad- 
When a-man flatters me to my face, || vantage of belonging to that denomin- 
and speaks highly of me to my parti- || ation which is the most numerous and 
cular friends, but talks against me to || powerful, and has the most extended 
my enemies, and elsewhere throws out influence. If a man belongs to a 
sly hints to my disadvantage, I set || small body, he might almost as well 
him down as an Anythingarian. } stand alone. He cannot derive much 
When a man tells me that he agrees |! help from his associates, and, whatever 
with me in my opinions, and admires || his talents may be, he is easily borne 
my method of stating and vindicating || down by the resistless current ‘of pop- 
them, and wishes he was only able to \ ular opinion. He cannot hope to 
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gain any distinguished elevation in the 
world, and must be content to live and 
die in ‘obscurity. But if he belongs to 
a great body, of extensive power and 
influence, he can hope, through their 
assistance, to rise to eminence. And 
all the power and influence and char- 
acter of that body may be considered 
as in some sense his own, since he is 
one of them. And in proportion as 
he is zealously devoted to the honor 
and interests of that body, he may ex- 
pect they will have an eye to his hon- 
or and interests: and as he contributes 
te the advancement of his associates, 
he may expect them also to contribute 
to his. Every one must see, there- 
fore, the great advantage of belonging 
to this denomination, as it regards his 
prospects of rising in the world. 

The private professor, who adopts 
Anythingarian sentiments, possesses 
one great advantage over those of any 
other denomination. He can more 
easily establish and maintain the repu- 
tation of uncommon and distinguished 
piety; and especially with those whose 
acquaintance with him is but superfi- 
cial. By making this his object, and 
keeping it steadily in view, and becom- 
ing “all things to all men,” in the 
sense and to the extent which his prin- 
ciples teach; by abounding in religious 
small talk, and being careful in mixed 
companies to say nothing of a decided 
character; by studying the principles 
and feelings of those with whom he 
converses, and carefully accommoda- 
ting himself to their views and preju- 
dices, so as to make them pleased 
with themselves, and think he is pleas- 
ed with them; by appearing to agree 
with them in those things which they 
regard as most important, and not 
very strenuous in those things in which 
he differs from them; by appearing to | 
embrace them cordially in his fellow- | 
ship, and to think quite as favorably | 
of their religious character and senti- | 
ments as of his own; by pursuing this | 
method, he may render himself very 
agreeable to all sorts of people, and | 
gain the reputation of having an un- 
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being an eminent example of piety 
charity, and catholicism. And if any 
whose acquaintance is more intimate, 
should ever suggest a doubt whether 
he is not the best man in the world, 
it will be at once interpreted to the 
disadvantage 0 of him who makes the 
suggestion, and it would be better for 
him to hold his peace, or join in the 
general commendation. 

The minister who adopts Any- 
thingarian sentiments, will find it much 
easier to get along in the world. If 
he has only common talents, he can 
soon become a great man. If he be. 


sense which these sentiments teach, 
he must needs be very popular. And 
as to his preaching, that, of course, 
will be accommodated to ‘the taste of 
his hearers. If they are Anything- 
arians too, it willbe very easy to please 
them. And if it should happen that a 
part of them are decided and rigid in 
their adherence to orthodox sentiments, 
he can so temper his discourses as to 
introduce many orthodox terms, which 
will make them think he is correct in 
his sentiments; and in private he can 
so converse with them as to render 
that impression deeper; while, by on- 
ly introducing orthodox terms, and 
never explaining them, or if he should 
think some professed explanations 
necessary, by giving very general ones, 
which every hearer may interpret ac- 
cording to his own views, he will nev- 
er offend those who are not orthodox. 
They will even be quite willing to 
hear the orthodox doctrines so preach- 
ed. In this manner he will gain the 
esteem and confidence of all classes, 
and thus secure to himself a good name 
for keeping people together ‘and build- 
ing up society; and “what is of some 
| consequence too, he will secure a com- 
fortable support to himself and family, 
|, and not be exposed, as the rigidly or- 
_thodox minister frequently is, to be 
driven about from place to place, an 
object of pity and of scorn. And if 
the young preacher whe adopts Any- 
thingarian sentiments does not readi- 


comes “all things to all men,” in the 
| « 
| 


common share of good feeling, and of |i ly find a good vacancy in which to 
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settle himself comfortably, perhaps, 
by putting his sentiments in practice, 
he can make one. Let him look out 
for some place which has an older 
minister of orthodox sentiments, and 
where there is some religious excite- 
ment. He can easily get recommend- 
ed as a useful assistant at such a time. 
And when he is introduced, as he 
can scarcely fail of being, let him 
visit from house to house, and attend 
meetings, with great diligence and 
geal. Let him carefully study the 
views and feelings of the various sorts 
of people, and accommodate himself 
toevery one, according to the distin- 
guishing principles of his sect. Let 


| him now and then drop a hint, where 


he thinks it will do, that he is better 
acquainted with the management of a 
revival than their minister is; and let 
him often tellin public, how many 
revivals he has seen, and how well he 
understands them. Let him direct all 
his efforts to produce a general excite- 
ment of feeling, and to raise it to-the 
highest pitch; and just at this crisis, 
lethim privately urge the minister to 
preach the doctrine of election, as the 
best means at this moment, to produce 
a powerful effect, and greatly promote 
the works; and tell him how it has 
been done to great advantage by this, 
that, and the other minister, during 
great revivals in their societies. As 
an orthodox man he may be very 
probably inclined to do it; and if he 
should not, advantage can be after- 
wards taken of his neglecting to fol- 
low this good advice. But if he should, 
the point desired will most probably 
be gained. A _ violent opposition will 
be excited on the part of the impeni- 
tent whose attention is so far roused 
as to make them feel and hate the 
truth. And by a little management 
some of the church members may 
probably be induced to join in that 
opposition. Now let the young preach- 
er, in conversation with all such, speak 
much of the danger of having that 
doctrine preached at such a time, as 
being likely to discourage sinners, 
grieve the Spirit, and stop the revival; 
and let him lament that the minister 
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should be so imprudent, at such a criti- 
cal time, and express his fears that 
the revival will stop. By the opposi- 
tion and confusion which may be thus 
created, itis not unlikely that the ex- 
citement may be greatly diminished, 
and finally cease, and the minister be 
charged with destroying the revival. 
And it is quite likely that all this may 
occasion his dismission, and make 
way for the settlement of the young 
man in his place. Or if he should 
happen to get so far involved jin the 
difficulty as to have no prospect of 
obtaining the place for himself, he 
may obtain it for some friend, who 
has been doing the same good turn 
for him elsewhere. 

In short, the advantages to be ob- 
tained by adopting Anythingarian sen- 
timents are so many and so great, and 
at the same time so obvious to per- 
sons of any acquaintance with the 
world, that there cannot remain a 
doubt, I should think, but that this de- 
nomination must increase, and be the 
prevailing denomination. And young 
men who wish to rise in the world 
must make up their minds to join it, 
or give up their hopes of distinction, 
and be content to live and die in ob- 
scurity. D. D. 

—<< LK — 


For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
GRIESBACH’s TESTAMENT. 


In the Repository for October, page 
296, in an essay on the correctness of 
the common bible, I made some re- 
marks on Griesbach’s Greek Testa- 
ment, which some readers may, per- 
haps, wish to see confirmed by testi- 
mony. I stated, that although bis 
testament differs in many places from 
the received text, very few of his al- 
terations are of any considerable im- 
portance; and that, if they were all ad- 
mitted, “the evidence of no fact would 
be destroyed, no duty would be alter- 
ed, no doctrine would be shaken.” 
Now, although I have no confidence 
in Griesbach’s criticisms, since it has 
been shown that his rules were not to 
be depended on, and that he did not 


| even follow them himself; and although 
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Common Reading.—Griesbach’s Reading. 


is credit is near pone ¢ ei; from ¢ rie griesbach’s Greek 
his credit is nearly gone among thej)from a review of ¢ 
learned, both in Europe and Ameri- |; Testament, republished in Boston, by 


ca; yet, as the enemies of those duc- 
trines which are taught in our com- 
mon bible are taking great pains to 
make the impression on the public 
mind that the common bible is very 
incorrect; and as Griesbach is often 
referred to, as the most important wit 
ness of that fact, EF think it of some im- 
portance that common readers should 
be able to form a judgment for them- 
selves as to what would be the amount 
of his testimony, if it were admitted. 
When they see the alterations which 
he makes, in a manner that they can 
understand, nothing more will be ne- 
cessary, to convince them that there 
is no occasion for alarm, and that 
they may, as heretofore, receive all 
that the common bible teaches, with 
mmplicit confidence, as the pure doc- 
trine of Christ; and may, as hereto- 
fore, regard the cordial reception or 


rejection of it as an infallible test of 


ihe character of men, according to 
that declaration of the Holy Spirit— 
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abi- 
deth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God; he that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son.” 

I cannot undertake to present, in a 
brief communication, a// the alterations 
of Griesbach. The most that can be 
given is a selection; but such a selec- 
tion as shall exhibit a fair specimen of 


the whole, and contain all that are of 


any importance, And to prevent any 
suspicion of unfairness, I will not 
make that selection myself, but take 
one already made by some of Gries- 
bach’s warmest admirers. 






Common Reading. 
MATTHEW. 


3. 8. Fruits meet for repentance. 
1. 10. Get thee hence, *«tan. 
5. 27. Ye have heard that it was 


said by them of old time. 
5. 47. Do not even the pudlicans 


,OY 
. 


Tt is taken 


| Unitarians, in 1810, from the Eclectic 
Review, a European _ publication, 
The Reviewers say, “Our readers, 
we think, may fairly expect us to 
point out the most signal instances jn 
| which this text adopts readings differ. 
ent from those of the received text; 
and affecting, or supposed to affect, 
the sense and meaning of important 
passages. <A small number of those 
instances possess a theological impor- 
tance, as they bear some relation to 
the great controversy concerning the 
person of Christ. Though we can 
only present a selection of the varia- 
tions of the respective texts, we pledge 
Se to bring forward all that are 
of any distinguished importance, ex- 
| cept in the Apocalypse.” 
Let these declarations be remember- 
| 











ed. Let it be remembered that they 
are made by the friends of Griesbach; 
and that they are republished and 

Let it be 
friends — of 


circulated by Unitarians. 
remembered that these 
Griesbach say, 
those instances possess a theological 
importance.” Let it be remembered 
that they pledge themselves to bring 
forward ali that are important; and 
that itis for their interest so to do. 
And when the following list is read 
through, and it is remembered that 
the alterations which do not appear in 
it are of less importance than these, 
let every candid reader judge, whether 
if they were all admitted, the evi- 
| dence of any scripture fact would be 
weakened, whether any duty would 
be altered, or any doctrine shaken. 





Griesbach’s Reading. 
l'ruit meet for repentance. 
Get thee behind me, Satan. 


Ye have heard that it was said. 


Do not even the gentiles so? 








“A small number of 
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Griesbach’s Testament. 


Common Reading. 

6. 1. Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men. 
' 6. 13, For thine ts the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forev- 
er. Amen. 

6. 18 Shall reward thee openly. 

7. 14. Because strait is the gate. 

9. 13. Lam not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

10. 23. But when they persecute 
you in this city, flee ye into another. 


12. 35. A good man, out of the 
good treasure of the heart, bringeth 
forth good things. 

19. 17. Why callest thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is, 
God. 

20. 22. Are ye able to drink of 
the cup that I shall drink of, and to 
be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? They say unto 
him, We are able. 

20. 23. And be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with. 

25. 13. Watch, therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the son of man cometh. 

27. 35. And they crucified him, 
and parted his garments, casting lots: 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet, They parted 
ny garments among them, and upon 
my vesture did they cast lots. 

MARK. 

1. 2. As it is written in the prophets. 

3. 32. Behold, thy mother and 
thy brethren without seek for thee. 


4. 24. And unto you that hear 
shall more be given. 

7. 5. Eat bread with unwashen 
hands? 

9. 40. Fer he that is not against 
us is On Our part. 

LUKE. 

2. 33. And Joseph and his moth- 
er marvelled. 

6. 26. Woe unto you, when all 
men shall speak well of you. 

11. 2, Qur Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
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Griesbach’s Reading. 
Take heed that ye do not your 
righteousness before men. 


[ Rejected. | 


Shall reward thee. 

How straight is the gate. 

Iam not come to call the righteous 
but sinners. 

But when they persecute you in this 
city, flee ye into another; and if they 
p-rsecute you out of this, flee ye into 
another. 

A good man, out of the good treas- 
ure, bringeth forth good things. 


Why askest thou me concerning 
good? one only is good. 


Are ye able to drink of the cup that 
I shall drink of? They say unto him, 
We are able. 


| Rejected. | 


Watch, therefore, for ye know nei- 
ther the day nor the hour. 


And they crucified him, and parted 
his garments casting lots. 


As it is written in the prophet Isaiah. 

Behold, thy mother and thy breth- 
ren and thy sisters without seek for 
thee. 


[ Rejected. | 
Eat bread with common hands. 


For he that is not against you is 
on your part. 


And his father and mother marvel- 
led. 

Woe when men shall speak well of 
you. 

O, Father, hallowed be thy name. 


a 


AT 
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Common Reading. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done asin heaven, so in earth. 

11. 4. But deliver us from evil. 

11. 34. The light of the body is 
the eye. 

17. 36. Two men shall be in the 
field; the one shall be taken and the 
other left. 

JOHN. 

1. 27. He itis, who coming after 
me, is preferred before me, whose 
shoe’s latchet Iam not worthy to un- 
loose. 

6. 69. Thou art that Christ, the 
son of the living God. 

9. 8. Which before had seen him 
that be was blind. 

11.41. Then they took away the 
stone from the place where the dead 
was laid. And Jesus &c. 

16. 15. He shall take of mine, 
and shall shew it unto you. 

16. 33. Inthe world ye shall have 
tribulation. 

ACTS. 

2. 30. Ofthe fruit of his loins, ac- 
cording to the flesh, he would raise 
wp Christ to sit on his throne. 

3. 11. Andas the lame manwhich 
was healed held Peter and John. 

3. 20. And he shall send Jesus 
Christ, which before was preached un- 
to you. 

4. 27. For of a truth against thy 
holy child Jesus. 

5. 41. Worthy to suffer shame for 
his name. 
6. 8. 

power. 

8. 10. This man is the great pow- 
of God. 

8. 37. And Philip said, If thou 
believest with all thine heart thou may- 
est. And he answered and said, I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. 

9. 5, 6. 


Stephen, full of fazth and 


IT am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest. It is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. And he, 
trembling and astonished, said, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? And 
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and 
vo into the city, &c. 


Griesbach’s Testament. 


Griesbach’s Reading. 
Thy kingdom come. 


{ Rejected. ] 
The light of the body is thine eye. 


[ Rejected. ] 


Who coming after me, whose shoe’s 
latchet Iam not worthy to unloose. 


Thou art the Holy one of God. 


Which before had seen him that he 
was a beggar. 

Then they took away the stone. 
And Jesus, &c. 


He taketh of mine, and shall show 


it unto you. 
In the world ye have tribulation. 


Of the fruit of his loins, there should 
sit on his throne. 
And as he held Peter and John. 


And he shall send Jesus Christ 
which was fore-ordained for you. 


For of a truth, in this city, against 
thy holy child Jesus. 

Worthy to suffer shame for the 
name. 

Stephen full of grace and power. 


This man is that which is called the 
great power of God. 
[ Rejected. ] 


I am Jesu’ whom thou persecutest. 
But, arise, and go into the city, &c. 
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Common Reading. 


10. 23. Peter went away with 


them. 
13. 6. When they had gone thro’ 


the isle unto Paphos. 


13. 18. Suffered he their manners 
in the wilderness. 
13. 33. As it is written in the 


second psalm. 

15. 17,18. Saith the Lord, who 
doeth all these things. Known unto 
God are all his works from the begin- 
ning of the world. 

15. 33. They were let go in peace 
from the brethren unto the apostles. 

16. 7. The Spirit suffered them 
not. 

18. 5. Paul was pressed in spirit. 

20. 4. And there accompanied 
him into Asia, Sopater of Berea. 


20. 28. Feedthe church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. 

25. 6. When he had tarried a- 
mong them more than ten days. 

ROMANS. 

7. 6. That being dead wherein we 
were held. 

11. 6. But if it be of works, then 
it ts no more grace; otherwise work 
is no more work. 

12. 11. Not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord. 

14. 9. Christ both died, and rose, 
and revived. 

15. 19. By the power of the Spirit 
of God. 

15. 24. Whensoever I take my 
journey into Spain I will come to you: 


for I trust to see you in my journey. 


15. 29. Ishall come in the fulness 
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

16. 5. ‘Fhe first fruits of Achaia. 

16. 16. The churches of Christ 
salute you. 

16. 25, 26, 27. 


I. CORINTHIANS. 


1,22. The Jews require a sign. 

1. 23. Unto the Greeks foolish- 
hess. 

6. 20. Glorify God in your body, 


and in your spirit which are God’s. 


Griesbach’s Reading. 


Peter arose and went away with 
them. 
When they had gone through the 
whale isle unto Paphos. 

Nourished he them in the wilder- 
ness. 

As it is written in the first psalm. 


Saith the Lord, who doeth these 


things known from the beginning of 
the world. 


There were let go in peace from the 
brethren unto those that sent them. 

The Spirit of Jesus suffered them 
not. 

Paul was employed with them in the 
word. 

And these accompanied him into 
Asia, Sopater the son of Pyrrhus of 
Berea. 

Feed the church of the Lord, which 
he hath purchased with his own blood. 


When he had tarried among them 
not more than eight or ten days. 


Having died to that wherein we 
were held. 


[ Rejected. | 


Not slothful in business: fervent in 
spirit; serving the occasion. 
Christ both died, and revived. 


By the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Whensoever I take my journey in- 
to Spain, I trust to see you in my jour- 
ney. 

I shall come in the fulness of the 
blessing of Christ. 

The first fruits of Asia. 

All the churches of Christ salute 

rou. 

[ These three verses are removed to 
the end of chapter 14. 


The Jews require signs. 
Unto the gentiles foolishness. 


Glorify God in your body. 
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Common Reading. 
7+ 5. Give yourselves to fasting 
and prayer. 
9. 20. To them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that I might 
gain them that are under the law. 


10. 28. For the earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fulness thereof. 

11. 24. And said, Take, eat; this 
is my body. 

II. CORINTHIANS. 

12. 11. I am become a fool in 

glorying; ye have compelled me. 
GALATIANS. 

3. 1. Who hath bewitched you, 

that ye should not obey the truth? 
EPHESIANS. 

1. 18. The eyes of your under- 
ae being enlightened. 

. 9. The fellowship of the mys- 
an who created all things by Jesus 
Christ. 

». 9. The fruit of the Spirit. 

5. 21. In the fear of God. 

PHILLIPPIANS. 

. 26:87. 

3. 16. Whereto we have already 
attained, let us walk by the same rule, 
let us mind the same thing. 

4.13. Through Christ whieh 
strengtheneth me. 

COLLOSSIANS. 

1. 2; Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. 6. And bringeth forth fruit, as 
it doth also in you. 

2. 2. The mystery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Christ. 

2. 11. The body of the sins of 
of the flesh. 

3. 15. Let the peace of God rule. 

3. 16, Singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. 

3. 22. In singleness of heart, fear- 
ing God. 

4. 13. 
you. 


He hath a great zeal for 


I. THESSALONIANS. 

3. 2. Our brother, and minister of 
God, and our feliow laborer in the 
gospel. 

II. THESSALONIANS. 

2. 2. The day of Christ. 


Griesbach’s Testament. 


Griesbach’s Reading. 
Give yourselves to prayer. 


To them that are under the law, as 
under the law, not being myself under 
the law, that 1 might gain them that 
are under the law. 


{ Rejected. | 
And said, This is my body. 


T am become a fool; ye have con- 
pelled me. 


Who hath bewitched you? 


The eyes of your heart being enlight- 
ened. 


The dispensation of the mystery. 
Who created all things. 


The fruit of the light. 
In the fear of Christ. 


[ These 2 verses are transposed.} 
Whereto we have already attained, 
let us walk. 


Through him which strengtheneth 
me. 


Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father. 


And bringeth forth fruit, and in- 
creaseth, as it doth also in you. 


The mystery of God. 
The body of the flesh. 


Let the peace of Christ rule. 

Singing with grace in your hearts to 
God. 

In singleness of heart fearing the 
Lord. 

He hath a great concern for you. 


Our brother, and fellow laborer o! 
God in the gospel. 


The day of the Lord. 
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Griesbach’s Testament. 374. 


Common Reading. 


2, 4. Sothat he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God. 
2. 8. Whom the Lord shall con- 
sume. 
I. TIMOTHY. 
1. 4. Questions, rather than god- 
ly edifying. 
1. 17. The only wise God. 
g. 7. Ispeak the truth in Christ, 
and lie not. 
3. 3. Not greedy of filthy lucre. 
3. 16. Great is the mystery of 
godliness; God was manifest in the 
flesh. 
4.12. In charity, in spérit, in 
faith. 
6. 19. Lay hold on eternal life. 
Il. TIMOTHY. 
2.19. Nameth the name of Christ. 
PHILEMON. 
20. Refresh my bowels in the Lord. 
HEBREWS. 
2. 7. And didst set him over the 
works of thy hands. 
3. 6. Some, when they had heard, 
did provoke. 
10. 34. Ye had compassion of 
me in my bonds. 
12. 20. Or thrust through with a 
dart. 
13. 9. Be not carried about. 
JAMES. 
3. 12. So can no fountain both 
yield salt water and fresh. 
4. 12. One lawgiver, who is able, 
&c. 
I. PETER. 
1. 23. Which liveth and abideth 
forever. 
2. 2. That ye may grow thereby. 


3. 8.. Be pitiful, be courteous. 

3. 20. When once the long suffer- 
ing of God waited. 

4. 14, The Spirit of glory and of 
God resteth upon you. 

Ul. PETER. 

2. 2. Many shall follow their per- 
mictous ways. 

2. 18. ‘Those that were clean es- 
caped. 

3. 3. There shall come in the last 
days scoffers. 


Griesbach’s Reading. 
So that he sitteth in the temple of 
God. 
Whom the Lord Jesus shall con 
sume. 


Questions, rather than the dispensa- 
tion of God. 

The only God. 

I speak the truth, and lie not. 


[ Rejected. } 
Great is the mystery of godliness; 
who was manifest in the flesh. 


In charity, in faith. 
Lay hold on the true life. 
Nameth the name of the Lord. 


Refresh my bowels in Christ. 


[Rejected.] 


Who, when they had heard, did pro- 
voke? 

Ye had compassion for those who 
were in bonds. 


[ Rejected. | 
Be not carried aside. 


So neither can that which is salt 
yield sweet water. 

One lawgiver and judge, who is 
able, d&c. 


Which liveth and abideth. 


That ye may grow thereby ¢o sal- 
vation. 

Be pitiful, be humble-minded. 

When the long suffering of God 
earnestly waited. 

The Spirit of glory and of power 
and of God resteth upon you. 


Many shall follow their impurities. 
Those that were nearly escaped. 


There shall come in the last days 
scoffers with scoffing. 
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Experience of Miss A. 


Common Reading. Griesbach’s Reading. 
I. JOHN. 

4. 3. Every spirit that confesseth Every spirit that confesseth not Je- 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the sus, is not of God. 
flesh, is not of God. 

5. 7, 8. For there are three that For there are three that bear record, 
bear record in heaven, the Father,the the spirit, and the water, and the bleod: 
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these and these three agree in one.* 
three are one. And there are three 
that bear witness in earth, the spirit, 
and the water, and the blood: and 
these three agree in one.* 

5. 13. These things have I writ- | These things have I written unto 
ten unto you that believe on the name you, that ye may know that ye have 
of the Son of God, that ye may know eternal life who believe on the name 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye of the Son of God. 
may believe on the name of the Son 
of God. 

JUDE. 

4. Denying the only Lord God, and Denying the only Lord, and cur 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord Jesus Christ. 

25. To the only wise God our Sa- Totheonly God our Savior, through 
vior, be glory and majesty, dominion Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory and 
and power, both now andever. Amen. majesty, dominion and power, as be- 

fore all time, so now, and ever. Amen. 


7. And for proof that this passage is 
genuine, I would refer the reader to 


bach, in all the books of the New Tes- | 
Mr. Harrowar’s Sermons on this pas- 


tament except the book of Revelation. 
And as the Reviewers make no selec- 
tions from that book, [ shall make none. | 
The reader will now see for = 


Such are the alterations of zs 


sage, a review of which he will find in 
the second volume of the Repository, 
page 101. 

On the whole, then, it must be evi- 


the amount of Griesbach’s testimony, 
dent to every unprejudiced mind, that 


in relation to the alleged corruptions 
in the Common Bible; and will have 
the fullest conviction of the truth of 


if the bible should be altered in every 
instance to correspond with Gries- 
bach’s variations, it would still teach 
the same doctrines, and the same du- 
ties it now does; and that it is nothing 


what is above declared by Griesbach’s 
owii friends, that “a small number of 
those instances possess a theological 
importance.” Very small, indeed, is 
the number, and very sma// is the im- 
portance they possess. For the only || the wish, or to make the attempt, to 
one of them which makes any great |' destroy the confidence which the pub- 
variation in the sense, is that respect- || lic so justly repose in the integrity of 


ing the heavenly witnesses, 1. John 5. || the Common Bibie. 
PHILOBIBLOS. 


*Greek, TO hen; THAT one. But, if the omitted part is not genuine, the question is, WHAT one? The 
seventh verse furnishes the answer; but if that is left out, there is no answer. PHILOBIBLOS., 


but enmity of heart to those doctrines 
and duties, that leads any to indulge 


or BOB B«::- 

For the Uti isti itory. : g 
oe Vee Sey any | made upon the mind by those events 
EXPERIENCE OF MISS A. i which remarkably display the power 
Believing it to be a duty, as: far as || and goodness of God, and to extend 
possible to perpetuate the impression |! the knowledge of them for the benefit 
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Lauperience of Miss A. 


of others, I now attempt to commit 
to paper an account of a work of 
srace, to which I was a witness. 

~ A religious excitement having just 
commenced in the school, of which 
Miss A. was a member, she observed, 
while reading her lesson in history, 
that one of her class mates was read- 


cessity of attending to the concerns 
of the soul, thought that this young 
lady might as well learn her lesson as 
be spending her time in that man- 
ner. ‘This thought was in a few mo- 
ments struck home upon her con- 
science, in such a manner, as to pre- 
vent her finishing her own lesson. 
Her distress, though severe, was man- 
ifested, during the first two or three 
days, only by a sadness of counte- 
nance, and an utter neglect of that 
business and those pleasures which 
had before occupied her attention. 
Like most other persons with whom 
the Holy Spirit is striving, she had 
recourse to the scriptures, attendance 
on religious meetings, and the like. 
Her conviction of sin, which at first 
seemed to be a confused impression 
that something was wrong, became 
daily more clear; she became sensible 
of the wickedness, hardness, and ob- 
stinacy of her heart; saw that her on- 
ly hope of safety was submission to 
Christ; and that the only difficulty 
was an unwillingness on her part, to 
give herself up to him. She often re- 
viewed her past life, in order to find 
something that would stand before 
(tod in judgment; some reason why 
she should not be condemned; but 
could find none. At bed time, on 
Friday, which was the fourth day, 
instead of retiring to rest, she retired 
to a dark and solitary apartment, and 
was discovered sitting by an almost 
fireless stove, sometimes crying aloud, 
sometimes uttering a low and invol- 
untary shriek at every breath, and lit- 
erally trembling and quaking under a 


Sense of her sins and the wrath of | 
God. 


ing the bible; and, not feeling the ne- 





° . | 
The burden of her complaint }; 
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such a heart?” At 12 o’clock, she 
retired to her chamber, and after pull- 
ing off one shoe, was so overcome 
with a view of her own character, as 
to sink upon the bed, without any fur- 
ther preparation, and spent the re- 
mainder of that sleepless night, expe- 
riencing all the horrors of an awak- 
ened conscience. It is not known 
that any particular alteration took 
place in her feelings during Saturday, 
though it was apparent that her dis- 
tress was, on the whole, increasing. 
On Sunday morning, a printed card 
was handed to her, containing a dia- 
logue of considerable length, between 
the Bible and the Sinner. This was 
read by her with great attention; she 
was led to see that she was just such a 
sinner as was there described; and 
that there was no hope in her case, 
except in an immediate compliance 
with the terms of salvation. In this 
great struggle of mind, she was ena- 
bled to resolve, as she expressed it, 
“to give up or perish that night.” She 
remembered all the warnings she had 
formerly received; remembered that 
the Holy Spirit had striven with her 
at various times—was convinced that 
this was the last call—thought it 
would be no consolation to live a few 
years longer, accumulating a load of 
guilt, and to perish at last, as she cer- 
tainly must, if she persisted in obsti- 
nacy and rebellion. “But how could 
she get rid of her wicked heart? How 
could she give up and come to 
Christ?” So stubborn was her spirit 
that to resolve to give herself up to 
God, was like tearing Jimb from limb; 
but her danger was so manifested, as 
to drive her to this resolution. In 
this state of mind, she went to the 
house of God and heard a sermon 
from Rom. 7. 12, “Wherefore the law 
is holy, and the commandment holy, 
and just, and good.” Every word of 
the sermon fell upon her conscience 
with a weight which,she said “seemed 
to press her to her seat. ‘The load 
of her sins was a burden, under which 


was, her “wicked and hard heart;” || she felt unable to rise.” Some time 
often exclaiming, “what can I do with | after nine o’clock in the evening, she 
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was asked whether she felt as if she 
could retire to rest; she said “No, not 
with such a wicked heart as she had.” 
She was answered, that “it was indeed a 
dreadful thing to sleep with a heart 
at enmity with God.” Soon after 
this, her distress increased so much 
as to give itself vent in cries and 
shrieks, incessantly repeating, “What 
can I do with such a wicked heart?” 
When asked if she could not hate her 
wicked heart, she answered, “I wish 
I could.”” Once she exclaimed, with 
a degree of horror never to be de- 
scribed or imagined, “must I give up?” 
{t appeared that the necessity of sub- 
initting to Christ was perdition itself 
begun in her soul. She was asked 
if she could not cry to her Savior for 
mercy? She then cried almost inces- 
santly, for more than half an hour, 
“Jesus have mercy,” &c. But it was 
a bitter cry, extorted by agony of 


soul, and not the effusion of a contrite | 


spirit. Between eleven and twelve, 
she sunk into silence—the silence of 
that anguish which has exhausted its 
subject without being diminished. 
From a good state of health she was 
now so reduced, as to be unable to 
walk. She continued silent about two 
hours, except to answer to a few ques- 
tions. Very little was said, for all 
who witnessed the scene were led, in 
this extremity, to see the entire impo- 
tency of all human efforts. It was God 
who had wounded, and he alone 
could heal. It being evident that her 
bodily strength was almost exhausted; 
some refreshment was offered her, 
which she refused with a look and 
tone of horror, undoubtedly surpassed 
by spirits in the prison of despair, but 
probably never equalled on earth, ex- 
cept by those whose anguish may have 
proceeded from the same cause as her 
own. Ina few minutes after this, she 
broke out into such loud groans and 
cries as waked some members of thie 
family, who were asleep ia distant 
apartments. In this memorable hour, 
never to be recollected by those pres- 
ent, but with the strongest emotions, 
God appeared, wonderful in goodness 


Experience of Miss A. 


and mighty in power. At a time 
| when all intelligences on earth, and 
saints and angels in heaven united. 
could not have given her a moment’s 
| peace, God filled her soul with joy 
| unspeakable. Sudden as a flash of 
| lightning, she exclaimed, “I am the 
| Lord’s; He says I may come; Praise 
the Lord; Alleluia: Amen.” And, 
at the same time, fell into the arms of 
‘her female friends who were sitting 
jnear. Her strength and color were 
entirely gone,—her eyes, closed,— 
and, for a few minutes, a pulse was 
the only indication that the new-born 
' soul was not really departing from its 
| clayey tenement. Soon she revived, 


| and exclaimed, “Jesus—there he is— 


| I see him—my Redeemer—crucified 
| for me!” Then, with a loud voice, 
| “Glory to God,” several times repeat: 
ed. “Jesus took me by the hand and 
| said I was his;—Yes, yes, Jesus take 
_me; I am thine; here I am; take me.” 
| Being asked whether she wished tc 
| go then to Jesus, or to remain a while in 
| this world,she answered,“I am ready to 
| go now; yes,Jesus,I am ready;”accom- 
| panied with a look and manner, which 
| words are too poor to express. Her 
| hands alternately clasped together,and 

then raised towards heaven. Her coun- 

tenance, her smile,and even her laugh, 

could be compared to nothing earthly, 
| and indicated that heaven itself was 

begun in her soul. Her penitence 

was expressed by most pathetically 

exclaiming, “how could I do so;—why 
| did not I give up sooner? Christ was 
| waiting to receive me all that time, 

and I refused to come te him.”” Two 

other persons present were under deep 
| convictions, one of whom broke out 
{into loud and convulsive sobs and 
‘groans. To her she said, calling ber 
| by name, Prepare to meet your God; 
| appoint a time when you will meet 
| your God; don’t cry and groan so— 
| tears and groans will never save you; 
| come to Jesus; he is waiting to receive 


you; don’t stand it out as long as I 


did.” Some one spoke of that dis- 
tress as the fruit of sin. Sin/” she 
exclaimed, with uncommon yehe- 
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mence,and as if speaking to all present, 
“tread it under. your feet.” And 
after a short pause, “tremble before 
God.” Being again offered a cordial, 
she replied, ‘‘Christ is enough—Christ 
isenough. I have starved my poor 
soul almost to death.” A relative of 
hers being mentioned, she asked, in a 
hurried manner, “where is he?” She 
was answered that he was in a certain 
place asleep. ‘Asleep in his sins,’’ 
she exclaimed, “Lord, don’t let him 
rest!” When one observed that that 
room and that spot would be ever 
dear to her, she replied, “not near so 
dear as Jesus is.” To those present | 
who were’ professed followers of | 
Christ, she said, in the most endear- 
ing and affectionate manner; “Now 
Vl go with you.” She spoke with 
the greatest apparent delight of unit- 
ing with her pious school-mates, at 
their next stated meeting for prayer. 
These, and many other expressions of 
similar import, succeeded each other 
as fast as her exhausted state would al- 
low, during two hours that she lay in 
the position in which she first fell. 
The awful interest of this scene was 
vastly heightened, not only by the 
contrast of her present with her for- 
mer feelings, but also by contrasting 
her with the two other individuals 
present, who were the subjects of 
deep convictions, one of whom sat in 
silent distress, while the other, whose 
face seemed almost to gather black- 
ness, gave vent to her anguish, as has 
been before described. During the 
whole of this night, few loud words 
were spoken, except in supplications 
at the throne of mercy, by those 
whose privilege it was to be witnesses 
of the scene. The awful solemnity 
of it was not interrupted by any noise 
or agitation; all were impressed with 
a sense that supplication and silent 
adoration was their only business; for 
God was there! 

_ Her subsequent account of her feel- 
ings, at the time of the change, was 
this; that she was brought to see the 
gulf of perdition open before her, her 
feet upon the slippery brink, and her- 
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self, indeed, sliding down! Then, 
and not till then,she was willing to 
lay hold on the only hope! . Then, 
and not till then, she was willing to 
give herself into the Savior’s arms, 
which were open to receive her! Her 
view of the yawning gulf, her turning 
to God as the only refuge, and her 
subsequent joy, were instantaneous. - 
Her own expression was, “when the 
sinner will give up, how quick the 
Lord can-give comfort!”” She thought 
she saw the Savior in a bodily form; 
his rich grace and glory so filled her 
enraptured soul, as to produce the 
effects already attempted to be de- 
scribed, and which language has no 
power to express. It was the opinion 
of those present, and of herself, also, 
that the manifestation of perdition and 
glory—of wrath and of love—was as 
great as her mortal frame could sus- 
tain; that one more pang of convic- 
tion, or one more ray of glory, would 
have dissolved this clay, and have set 
the spirit free that animated it. It 
may perhaps be proper to observe, 
that her strength was so reduced as to 
confine her to the bed for nearly aweek. 

This protracted narrative shall be 
closed with a few brief reflections, 
which this instructive event naturally 
suggested. 

1. It was a most clear illustration 
of those passages of scripture which 
impute the fault of man’s impenitence 
entirely to his own will. That dis- 
position which exists in all hearts— 
which is hidden from themselves, in 
most, was, by the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, rendered perfectly clear 
in hers. It was a glass, in which all 
who desire to see themselves, may 
look and be convinced. 

2. It is probable, that even in this 
case, but.a very small part of the en- 
mity and obstinacy of the heart was 
manifested;—as much as she could 
bear, was all that God showed her. 
If so, the heart must indeed be “de- 
ceitful above ail things and desperate- 
ly wicked.” 

3. Man can, and probably will, 
turn to God, when he sees himse!: 
stripped of all other hopes. 
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4. If perdition consists in a sense 
of sin, and the anger of God against 
it, and if the small degree of this which 
man can bear in this world be so in- 
expressibly dreadful, even for one 
night, what must be an eternity of 
woe, where the full vials of God’s 
wrath will be poured out without 
mixture forever and ever, and not a 
gleam of hope allowed to enter! 


5. If sin be the procuring cause of 
such torment in this world, and in the 
world to come, then surely it is a bit- 
ter thing, and every man ought to 
spend his whole life in striving against 
it; and, finally, if a momentary fore- 
taste of Heaven fill the soul with such 
joy, what must heaven itself be, and 
how good that God who has prepared 
such a mansion for his repenting chil- 
dren; and that Savior who has died 
that we might inherit it—Hear and 
understand. 


S066 = 
‘*‘ADDRESS TO MOTHERS.” 


A Tract with this title, and having 
appended to it the Constitution of a Ma- 
TERNAL Assocration in Union Church, 
of this city, has just fallen in our way, 
of which we find it difficult to speak in 
terms suited to its real worth. Should 
we attempt to describe its effect om our 
own feelings, we should utterly fail; it 
was overpowering—not by any extraor- 
dinary sublimity of thought, or elevation 
of stile, but by its touching simpliéity, 
and a thousand tender associations it call 
edup at once before us. It mugthave 
been written by a Mother, or at least it 
must have flowed from a heart that 
Knows by experience the value of a 
Mother’s prayers. Though entirely ig- 
noraut of the writer, we cannot say less 
than that such a pen ought not to lie 
idle, while there are thousands of pray- 
erless Mothers around us, and ten thou- 
sands of graceless ch:ldren. 


There cannot be a better ‘*Good devis- 
ed,” than that of arousing pious Moth- 
ers to the full exertion of their mighty 
influence over the moral character of 
their children, They hold in their 
hands the destinies of the rising gene- 
ration. They are unavoidably prepar- 
ing their tender offspring, either for 
usefulness, honor aud immortality, or, 
fora life of indolence in regard to the 
kingdom of Christ—cr a life of impiety 


Address to Mothers—Christianity in India. 


and wretchedness, and an eternity of 
woe. Fidelity to God and the spiritual 


|interests of their children, combined 


with their strong affection and never. 
failing tenderness, cannot fail to rivet 
impressions of Divine truth on the con. 
science, which, sooner or later, will lay 
hold on the heart, and lead it in triumph 
a captive to Christ. 

O could mothers be made to feel that 
the objects of their tenderest solicitude 
are immortal! Could they be made to 
stretch their thoughts forward, through 
ten thousand revolving ages—and for. 
ward still as far as imagination can sus. 
tain her flight, and fix their minds on the 
single fact, that their children then will 
be singing the praises of Redeeming 
Love, or enduring the torments of des- 
pair, with inconceivably enlarged capa. 
cities for happiness or misery—they 
could not be one moment, indifferent to 
the object nor the plan of MaTernat 
Assocrations. A nobler object never 
entered the human mind. A _ happier 
device for usefulness never was sugges- 
ted, Myriads of souls will be rescued 
from sin’s galling yoke by means of it. 
Myriads of mothers and children will 
meet‘in the kingdom of heaven to min- 
gle purer affections than they can cher. 
ish here, and to unite forever in serving 
God! . 

We wonder that such Associations are 
not formed in connexion with every 
Christian church on earth. We won. 
der that a single pious mother can be 
willing to live one mouth disconnected 
with her sistersin Christ, who are pray- 
ing for their children in their closets.— 
Are not two better than one? Is not an 
union of this nature calculated to quick- 
en spiritual affection for children—to 
inspire courage and resvlution—to in- 
crease the frequency and fervour of pri- 
vate intercession—to remove out of the 
way difficulties that mothers often find 
in the business of instruction and disci- 
pline? To the heart of a pious mother, 
there isso much to recommed this plan 
of united prayer for children, that we 
are persuaded it cannot be long neglec- 
ted in any part of Christendom. It is 
one of the surest indications of the mil- 
lennial day—it is the harbinger of ten 
thousand blessings to distant posterity, 

Boston Recorder. 
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Christianity in India. 


The London Baptist magazine for Oc- 
tober last contains a letter from the Rev, 
Mr. Statham, dated at Howrah, neat 
Calcutta, Feb. 15, 1824—in which the 
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writer says—**That dreadfully false and 
inimical work of the Abbe Dubois has 
made a great stir inCalcutta. It has de- 
lighted those who, have been, and still 
are, enemies to the cause of Missions, 
and yet the statements are’so glaringly 
false and invidious, that even they are ob. 
liged to palliate and apologize for them. 
Jt isa sign, in my opinion that the great 
Head of the church is about to fulfil some 
of his ancient predictions with regard to 
the extention of the Messiah’s kingdom; 
for, whenever he has been gracoiusly 
pleased either to extend or establish, scof- 
fing, persecution, and railing, have been 
the precursors. I suppose that Dr. 
Marshman will wield the pen in defence 
of Serampore—and never could the Dr. 
stand on better ground. Yes, blessed 
God, there are many living witnesses that 
the conversion of the Hindoos is not im- 
posible, 1 believe the real cause of such 
opposition is the probable success of 
Missionary efforts. There is, and none 
can deny it, who know any thing of these 
matters, a far greater prospect of the es- 
tablishment of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
among the Hindoos, than ever presen- 
ted itself before. I well remember the 
time when if I offered a tract or a gos- 
pel to arich Baboo he would reject it in 
scorn, and now the sume character is 
continually inquiring for more books. 
Not two years ago female education was 
looked upon by the rich natives as a 
thing deregatory to their caste; now 
they are desirous to get female teachers 
for their wives and daughters. I recol- 
lect when in Sulkea Bazaar, the natives 
would not let myself and the native with 
me, get a place to preach in; now they 
say, ‘*come often—tell us more about 
these things.”’ I have at this moment 
thirty-six boys, the sons of natives of good 
estate; reading the scriptures in my ve- 
ranah, who some time ago were afraid to 
touch a book. I would not anticipate 


great things, but do humbly trust that 


your hearts will be soon refreshed by in- 
telligence of the most pleasing descrip- 
tion. Iam astonished at the rapid pro- 
gress the gospel has made since the 
time Dr. Carey landed on India’s shores. 
When ‘we contemplate the vast extent 
of country over which it has been circu- 
lated, and the numerous little churches 
that are scattered here and there, which 
the world knows nothing of, we must 
acknowledge that the kingdom of heav- 
en cometh not by observation; and if 
from so small beginning so much has 
been done, what will not our hopes an- 
ticipate? Excuse my dwelling so much 
on this subject: J de belfeve that amidst 
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the discouraging circumstances we have 
to contend with, the prospect of success 
in evangelizing the heathen is greater 
than ever.” [ So. Intel } 
00 AO > 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


The following are the leading facts 
contained in the last Number of the 
‘*Missionary Herald.” 

Choctaw Mission.—Mr. Samuel Mose- 
ly, one of the missionaries, died on Sat- 
urday, Sept 11th, after an illness of 
some weeks, which originated in an af- 
fection of the lungs. Mr. Mosely was 
graduated at Dartmouth College, and 
received his theological education at An- 
dover, which Seminary he left in 1821, 
The amiable piety, the ardent zeal and 
activity of his life are much spoken of 
by his fellow laborers; and his calm con- 
fidence and joy in the Redeemer were 
conspicuous in his death. Mr. M. was 
not yet ordained, and had been only 
nine moths among the heathen. 

Sandwich Island Mission,—The ex- 
pense of supporting this mission is great- 
er than was expected, in censequence 
of the scarcity of certain commodities 
which are common here, and which are 
very necessary to the comfort of the mis- 
sionaries:—as bread, meat, and build- 
ing materials. ‘‘If the friends of mis- 
sions in America,’ say they **knew, to 
the full extent, how much we need 
boards, shingles, window-sashes, glass, 
&c. they would strenuously exert them- 
selves to forward such articles.” 

South America.—Mr. Parvin has been 
principally occupied hitherto in the ac- 
quisition of the Spanish language, and 
in the instruction of a private school.— 
The principal facts, which he has collec- 
ted, relate to the state of education in 
the Province of Buenos Ayres. Seve- 
ral Laneasterian schools are established 
and supported by the government in that 
Province. In July 1825, there were 
in the University 247 scholars in the 
preparatory studies; 9 in the exact sci- 
ences; 19 in medicine; and 16 in juris- 
prudenee. In the city and country 
there are 64 schools, comprising, 2,638 
boys, and 950 girls. The importance 
of studying the Greek language in the 
higher schools is beginning to be reali- 
zed. Mr Parvin hisa class of more than 
20 Spanish gentlemen, who received 
lessons from him, in the evening, on the 
English language. As books in our 
language are very scarce, these learners 
are glad to obtain the New Testament. 
The Bible Society at Buenos Ayres late- 
ly remitted to the treasury of the British 
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and Foreign Bible Society between two 
and three hundred dollars, as the avails 
eof Bibles sold, and of donations. 

Mr. Brigham was expected to com- 
mence a tour across the continent in 
September. 

On the 9th of August, as Mr. Brigham 
and Mr. Edwards were riding together, 
afew miles distant from Buenos Ayres, 
they were assailed and robbed by four 
gvacis, or country peasants. Fora time 
their lives were in jeopardy. Three of 
the villains have since been caught,and, 
in consequence of the affair, some spir- 
ited measures have been adopted by the 
government, in relation to robberies. 

The amount of dunotions in money to 
the Treasury of the American Board from 
Oct. 17th to Nov, 17th, including lega- 
cies and additions to the permanent 
fund, is D3,295, 81. 


-LA— 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, of Hartford, 
Con. has returned to this country, bring- 
ing with him a large and very valuable 
collection of Books, for the library of 
Washington College, Con. 

—600=— 
MONTHLY CONCERT. 


A letter from Mr. David Brown to the 
Corresponding Secretary, gives an affec- 
ting account of his reception among his 
relatives and friends, after an absence of 
about four years to New England—The 
journal recently received from the mis- 
sionaries at Carmel, contains several no- 
tices of this young gentleman, which 
show that he is regarded by his nation 
with sentiments of cordiality and esteem; 
that his conduct among them is judicious 
and devout; and that his influence, even 
on their political concerns, is great and 
salutary. He has been chosen Secretary 
to both branches of the Cherokee go- 
vernment beyond the Mississippi.—The 
Monthly Concert at Dwight is well atten- 
ded. According to the last accounts, 
men and women were present from pla- 
ces five miles distant, for whom it was ne- 
cessary to return the same evening.— 
How does this compare with the Month- 
ly Concert among ourselves! 

A letter from Mr. Fisk, deseribing 
his labors at Jerusalem, gives several 
anecdotes, illustrative of the character 
of the inhabitants, and mentions a learn- 
ed Greek, whose labours are of great 
service to the cause, having already 
translated into the Arabic several Tracts 
and a considerable portion of the New 
Testament. He hoped to complete it 
the next summer. The letter gives a 
particular history of facts relative to the 


arrest of Messrs. Fisk and Bird by the 
Turkish government, which has been 
noticed in former papers. This letter, 
which we understand is to be published, 
will illustrate the care which the Savior 
takes of his cause, as well as strengthen 
the church’s confidence in the ability 
and devotedness of her missionaries. 
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The poor Indian Boy.—The following 
anecdote of Gen. Jackson, is related by 
the clergyman whose letter we quoted 
last week. ‘*During the Creek war, 
after one of the battles, an Indian child 
was found sucking the breast of its dead 
mother! The scene was truly affecting, 
and dictated the course that he, who has 
been charged by the tongue of calumny, 
as possessing a soul of iron, and a tiger’s 
disposition, should pursue, At first, 
he endeavoured to procure a squaw to 
relieve the wretched infant, but all to 
whom he applied refused, with this ex. 
cuse, that asall his relations were killed, 
it would be better to knock him in the 
head! Further application being in vain, 
he took the little orphan under his im. 
mediate protection, and after the cam- 
paign, brought him home, introduced 
him into his family, and is now educating 
him, 

000 
Utica Missionary Depository. 

Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from 


26th Oct., to 26th Nov. 


Clinton, From the Theol. soc. of Hamilton Col- 
lege, 4; premiuns from scholl. in Sab. sch. 


3,66; 7 66 
Paris, By Dr. E. Judd, a dona. 7 50 
Utica, From lad. asso. formed Sept. 1, 1824, by 
Mrs. John Williams, Treas, 55,50; contents 
of Mrs. Thomas Hastings* char. box, 5; 
Elizabeth and Erastus Clark, (two chil.) 
3;a thank offering fora special favor, by 
A. 5,25; mon. con. 4,143 72 8 
Whitestown, Albert and Philemon Bliss, (two 
little boys,) one bush. onions. 


The following sums were received by the hand of 
Rev. Abijah Crane. Collected as follows, viz. 
Poultney, Vt. Mr. Howe, 1; Dr. Bronson, 1; 2 0 

Salem, N. Y. Priv. contrib.in Rev, Mr, Tombs’ 
soc. 

Cambridge, Contrib. in Rev. Mr. Prime’s soc. 13 07 

Granville, Juv. hea. sch. soc. male branch, 
70,30; fem. branch, 76; for the support of 
Nathaniel Parker, &c, in Ceylon, 146 30 
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—_—_———— 


Amount in Cash, %256 75 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.—We have received 
an Exposition of Rom. 9. 1~3,frem Stadilitas. But, 
as he professes to give, “not so much the result ef his 
own investigation, as of others;” and as the same 
view of the passage has been already exhibited by 
another writer in this volume, p. 41—43, we think it 
unnecessary to insert it. The MS. is left at the pub 
lishex’s office. 


tht 


ERRATA.—Page 265, last column, 2d line, for fi- 
ety, read purity.~P. 360, 11th line, for 222 read 504 
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On Opposition to the Truth. 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH. 


Ever since the first apostacy of man- 
kind, there has existed in this world, 
a continual and persevering opposi- 
tion to the truths of revealed religion. 
This opposition has appeared in vari- 
ous forms, from the first promulgation 
of the gospel to the present time. 
When the prophets of the Lord 
preached, they were opposed, censur- 
ed, and condemned. It is said in sa- 
cred history, that the people “gave the 
Nazarites wine to drink, and command- 
ed the prophets, saying, prophesy 
not.” When Christ preached at Naz- 
areth, the whole synagogue were filled 
with wrath, and rose up to destroy 
him. When the apostles preached, 
they were apprehended and strictly 
commanded not to speak at all, nor 
teach in the name of Jesus. The fol- 
lowing is a prediction which was ful- 
filled in the case of Ezekiel. “Be- 
hold I have made thee this day a de- 
fenced city, and an iron pillar, and 
brazen walls, against the whole land, 
against the kings of Judah, against the 
princes thereof, against the priests 
thereof, and against the people of the 
land. “And they shall fight against 
thee.” In the time of Christ and his 
apostles, whole cities were in an up- 
roar by means of opposition to the 
truths they taught, and national con- 
vulsions have frequently been occa- 
sioned by the same feelings. History 
abounds with national edicts and re- 
monstrances against the truths of the 
gospel, as well as with the biography 
of those who have suffered martyrdom 
for proclaiming them to the world. In 
no enterprize bave mankind been so 
generally united as in waging war 
with the truth. The various denom- 
jmations of errorists, however widely 
they may have differed in other re- 
spects have all united in this enter- 
prize. ‘To accomplish this object, 
temples have been erected, churches 
and seminaries founded, and large and 
numerous combinations have been 
formed to acquire and maintain a per- 
manent influence in the world. And 
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from the divine predictions, we have 
reason to expect that this opposition 
to truth will continue and increase un- 
til Satan shall be bound, and the wick- 
ed swept from the earth. Various 
reasons have been adduced to account 
for this fact consistently with honest and 
benevolent principles; but they have 
all been weak and unsatisfying. But 
in his charge to Timothy, Paul assigns 
a different reason. “For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, hav- 
ing itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.” From 
this prediction it is plain, Paul sup- 
posed that opposition to the sound 
doctrines of the gospel arises from 
selfish principles. 


To show that this sentiment is correct, 
it may be observed, that no other satis- 
factory reason can be assigned. There 
is no reason to believe that mankind op- 
puse the peculiar truths of the gospel 
because they have not had an opportu- 
nity to know what they are. This is 
evident from the fact that where people 
have had the best opportunity to know 
the truth, opposition to it has commonly 
been the most general and violent.. We 
must suppose that those persons who 
were divinely inspired, taught the truths 
of the gospel in the most plain and un- 
equivocal manner. But their history 
shows with what deadly opposition they 
were encountered. It wassaid of Christ 
that ‘‘never man spake like this man.” 
But the more plainly he brought divine 
truth into view, the more his hearers 
were filled with wrath, and cried, away 
with him, away with him, crucify him, 
crucify him. In one instance, Christ 
told his hearers to their face, ‘*‘But now 
ye seek to kill me, a manthat hath told 
you the truth which I have heard of 
God:”? And Paul pertinently said to his 
Galatian brethren, ‘‘am I therefore be- 
come your enemy because I tell you the 
truth?” Perhaps no part of the world 
since the 16th century, has been more 
highly favored with clear and discrimi- 
nating exhibitions of divine truth than 
the New England States. But no states 
in the union have been so much agitated 
by means of opposition to evangelical 
truth. Though ‘‘New England divinity” 
has been reproached in all the other 
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states, yet in none of them has the op- 
position been so g-neral, systematic, and | 
violent as in New England itself. In || 
the days of the apostles it was said || 
‘their sound went into all the earth, and | 
their words unto the ends of the world.” 
it is evident from this, that the opposi- 
tion to the truths of the gospel, in the 
time of Christ and the apostles, did not 
arise from a want of opportunity to know 
what was the truth. Nor is there any 
reason to suppose it does now. 

Neither is there any reason to believe 
that any oppose the 
of the gospel, because they are incapa- 
ble of seeing ,and understanding their 
harmony, consistency, and importance. 
There is no reason for those complaints 


eculiar doctrines | 
| 
| 
respecting the truths which relate to the 


divine character, and government, anc 
requirements, that they imply inconsis 
tency, absurdity, and contradiction; or! 
that they are hard to be understood. 
‘“*The character of God,” says a distin. 
guished writer, ‘’is sufficiently man‘fest- 
ed to his rational creatures, to command 
supreme and universal love and admira- 
tion. There is no character among the 
heroes and patriots of history, so “fully 
displayed, so prominently evident, so 
easily and clearly apprehensible. ‘This 
infinitely glorious character is collected 
from what God has revealed of himself 
his nature and attributes, his providence 
and grace, in his worksand in his word.” | 
This truth is corroborated, by the whole 
current of scripture. ‘*Because that | 
which may be known of God is manifest | 
in them; for God hath showed it unto 
them. For the invisible things of him | 
from the creation of the world are clearly || 
seen, being understood by the things that | 
are made,even hiseternal powerand God- || 
head; so that they are without excuse.” |} 
It would be an easy task, if it were ne- | 
cessary, to enumerate all the leading | 
and fundamental principles of the gos. | 
pel, and shew their consistency, harmo- || 
ny, and importance, But it has very 

frequently been done, and with such 

plainness too, and particularity, that a | 
way faring man, though a fool, need be 
in no darkness respecting them. The 
d-crees of God, the sovereignty of God 
in forming the moral character, and fix: || 
ing the final state of creatures, the un- || 
interrupted selfishness of the natural 

heart, and the duty of supreme and un- 

changable love to God, and impartial 

love to man, are plain propositions, and 

eas ly apprehended by the weakest ca- 

pacity. The plea, that the entire de- 

pendence of creatures on God for their 

actions, destroys freedom and account: !) 
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ability, is totally without foundation. 
[t is admitted bv all that freedom con- 
sists in acting voluntarily, or in choice, 
and it never has been shown, and never 
can be, that the agency of God, in 
working in us ‘*both to will and to do,” 
or in causing us to choose, destroys or 
weakens our freedom and accountability, 
These doctrines, which have been men- 
tioned, are among the fundamental prin. 
ciples of the gospel, and indeed are the 
only reason why it has beenso generally 
opposed. This is evident from the fact 
that no scheme which has been without 
these doctrines, has ever excited the 
general opposition of mankind. But 
these truths are certainly the most easi- 
ly apprehended of anv which are con- 
tained inthe system of revealed religion. 
The simple exhibition of these truths, 
more frequently than the exhibition of 
any others, penetrates the conscience 
and the heart. There is no reason, 
therefore, to believe that ignorance is 
the cause why mankind have so gener- 
ally and so violently opposed the heart- 
searching truths of the gospel. It ts 
those who have seen, that have hated 
both Christ and the Father. 

For the same reasons, also, that igno- 
rance, and inability to understand, can- 
not be the cause of opposition to the 
sound doctrines of the gospel, mere pre 
judice cannot be the cause. Prejudice 
arises from a want of information But 
we have seen that this is not the fact re- 
specting those who oppose the peculiar 
truths of the gospel. The light which 
has attended the Newtonian philosophy, 
has long since removed the prejudices 
of the civilized world, against what was 
once thought, a visionary scheme of the 
solar system. Why has not the full blaze 
of light which so long has shone upon 
the system of divine truth, removed the 
enmity and opposition of mankind against 
its fundamental principles? Why has 
light in so many instances, increased in- 
stead of lessening opposition? It is plain 
that this opposition must have a cause 
deeper than mere prejudice. 

Neither is there any reason to believe 
that men will not endure sound doctrine, 
because they think it has an immoral 
tendency. ‘Those doctrines to which 
mankind have manifested the greatest 
aversion, are, in their own nature, well 
adapted to excite serious impressions, 
and exert an influence which is ‘‘accord- 
ing to godliness.” The doctrine of the 


immutable purposes or decrees of God, 
which has connected sin with misery, and 
happiness with holiness, and made it cet 
tain that the glory of God and the gen 
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eral good of his kingdom, will be pro- 
moted by the eternal destruction of his 
enemies, is a most alarming truth to sin- 
ners. When they are convinced that 
‘cwhatsoever God doeth, it shall be for- 
ever:” and that ‘‘nothing can be put to 


are constrained to ‘‘fear before him.” 
The doctrine of the absolute sovereignty 
of God, which implies that ‘‘the Lord 
hath made all things for himself, yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil;” 
and that some of mankind are appointed 
to obtain salvation, while others are ap- 
ponted to stumble at the wore ,’ and 
thus be formed into vessels of wrath fit- 
ted to destruction, is a terrible idea to 
sinners; and though they are frequently 
‘filled with wrath” when it is clearly 


jt, nor any thing taken from it:” they 
| 


exhibited, they often are constrained to 
tremble in view of the fact, that they are 
the very persons who are thus stumbling 
at the word, being disobedient, and in 
fearful danger of threatened destruction. 
The doctrine of disinterested benevo- 
lence is another alarming truth to sin- 
ners. Conscious of the total selfishness | 
of their hearts, they know that if this | 
doctrine is true and is a necessary condi- 
tion of salvation, they are ina guilty and 
dangerous situation When they are | 
taught that they must love God supreme- 
ly, and be willing to forsake ail for 
Christ’s sake, as an indispensable condi- 
tion of becoming his disciples, they fre- 
quently cry out, as some did in Christ’s | 
| 


time, in view of the same truth, ‘‘who 
then can be saved?” But it is unneces- 
sary to pursue this point any farther, 
since the good moral tendency of the 
evangelical doctrines is so well known, 
as to be freely and frankly acknowledg- 
ed by their most learned opposers, who 
have often pointed out the countries | 
where they have most prevailed, as the | 
most enlightened and virtuous on earth. 
Nor is there any reason to believe that 
the offensive doctrines of the gospel are | 
so generally opposed because those who | 
have commonly defended them have | 
been dangerous persons to the common. | 
wealth. It is true that there have been | 
some demagogues in the church; and 
perhaps a few, who, like Jehu, have ac- 
quired and maintained their influence 
for a season by means ef defending the | 
truth. But there have been many more, 
who have gained their influence by op- 
posing it. If the complaints of those 
who oppose the evangelical system are | 
to be credited, perhaps it is true that the 
clergymen of New England who have 
defended it, once had much influence. 
But were civil institutions less prosper- 
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ous on that account? Did the communi- 
ty then enjoy less peace than now? It 
is true that many of the erthodex used 
their influence to have religious institu. 
tions liberally and permanently support- 
ed. But is not this essential to the 
prosperity and happiness of any commu- 
nity? Let the history of nations answer. 
Who have been the greatest friends to 
mankind; those who have taught and 
practised disinterested benevolence, with 
its kindred doctrines, or those who have 
opposed them? From these remarks I 
think it will appear evident to every 
candid mind, that the opposition which 
exists against any of the offensive truths 
of the gospel, cannot be accounted for 
consistently with benevilent principles. 
It must therefore be from their own lusts, 
as the apostle’ predicted, that men op- 
pose and complain of the sound doctrines 
which compose the evangelical system. 
This is farther evideat, positively, 
from the fact that those who have car- 
ried on the opposition to the orthodox 
system, have generally manifested an 
uncharitable and oppressive spint. And 
here we have no necessity of adverting 
to feelings which have not been expressed, 
or which have been expressed, merely 
by ‘‘censuring’’ th.se who differ from 
them, or expressing an ‘‘uncharitable’’ 
opinion respecting their piety; but we up- 
peal to the actions and moral conduct of 
those who have maintained this warfare, 
What was the conduct of those who op. 
posed the offensive doctrine of the gos- 
pel in the time of Christ and the apos- 
tles? Our Lord told his disciples, ‘*Bless- 
ed are ye when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and say all manner of evil 
against you false/y for my sake, for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you.”? In another place he told 
those who opposed his words, ‘‘Ye are 
the children of them who killed the pro- 
phets.”” The apostles too were often 
‘‘slanderously reported,” and treated 
unkindly, uncharitably, and even out- 
rageously by those who opposed the 
truths they taught. And those who have 
boldly and faithfully defended the heart- 
searching truths of the gospel ever since, 
have also been slandered, and treated 
unkindly, and uncharitably, by their op- 
posers, notwithstanding their high pre- 
tensions to liberality and good feelings. 
And when nothing has been found against 
the moral character of the defenders of 
truth, they have been woe with self- 
ish motives in making efforts to build 
up their own party. But this unchari- 
table and oppressive spirit, which has so 
generaily been manifested by the oppe- 
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sers of the fundaiental principles of the 
gospel, is a sure indication of the bad- 
ness of their cause. If those who op- 
pose orthodoxy were aa by the 
spirit and temper of Christ, they would 
not resort to slander and falsehood and 
oppression, in ofder to destroy the in- 
fluence of their opponents and make 
their namés appear odious. 

But, that opposition to the primary 
doctrines of revealed religion arises 
from selfish principles, is farther evident 
from the fact that those who have main- 
tained it, have generally been dishonest 
and unfair in Managing the controversy. 
The persecutors of those followers of 
Christ who have ably and faithfully 
maintained his truth, have not only used 
carnal weapons, but have also been dis- 
honest and unfair in the manner of their 
warfare. Most of the heterodox mani- 
fest an unyielding aversion to investiga- 
tion. They are unwilling to have the 
questions which relate to the different 
systems, canvassed in such a manner, 
that the different systems must stand 
or fall by their own evidence. But 
those of them who have ventured in the 
field of controversy, e shown that 
they hated the light of etal reason. 
If we now examine the written attacks 
of Arminians and Universalists, or any 
other errorists, upon the orthodox sys- 


tem, it is seldom, if ever, we can find a/ 


fair and candid statement of any of the 
offensive doctrines of the gospel. Those 
persons who have written against the 
doctrines of divine sovereignty and lim- 
ited salvation, have commonly made an 
effort to conceal the distinction between 
the will of God to promote individual 
happiness, simply considered, and his 
will on the whole. Those persons who 
have preached or written against the 
doctrine of the universal decrees of God, 
have commonly represented it as ex- 
tending only to ends, without inclading 
the means, by which they are accom- 
plished. Those persons who have op- 
posed the doctrine of total moral de- 
pravity, have seldom, if ever, fairly 
stated the wide distinction between 
mere utility, or animal affection, and 
that disinterested charity without which 
we are nothing. Those persons who 
oppose the doctrine of unconditional 
election, and the duty of sinners to 
make themselves a new heart, have 
commonly concealed the distinction be- 
tween natural and moral inability. And 
those persons who oppose disinterested 
benevolence have commonly misrepre- 
sented it, and defined it as being synon- 
ymous With indiffererice, or as a choice 
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of evil for its own sake. Or if those 
who oppose the evangelical system, 
have ever stated the whole system fairly, 
they commonly have resorted to the 
disingenuous means of ridicule and 
sophistry, instead of fair reasoning and 
demonstration, and have made their 
appeals to the vulgar prejudices of man- 
kind,rather than to their cool and impar- 
tial reason. ‘his fact is another sure in- 
dication ofa bad cause anda selfish spirit, 
since our Savior has said, he that doeth 
truth cometh to the light. 

Finally, that opposition to the prima- 
ry and fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
pel, proceeds from selfish principles, 
is evident from the fact that those who 
are engaged in maintaining it, are gen- 
erally countenanced and supported by 
the most immoral and vicious part of 
community. Those preachers who 
most frequently and uniformly ridicule 
the doctrines of the divine decrees, di- 
vine sovereignty, and the entire depen- 
dence of mankind for their actions, are 
the most followed and applauded by the 
vicious and abandoned part of society, 
True charity is said in scripture, to re- 
joice in the truth, and one of the. char- 
acteristics of those who possess it, is, 
to love and obey the truth, while those 
who are destitute of it, are said to be 
**disobedient unto the truth,” and to 
have ‘‘received not the love of the 
truth.”” And in what do the irreligious, 
the unprincipled, and the profligate, se 
generally unite, as in opposition to 
these unpalatable and soul-searching 
doctrines? It is too manifest to need 
any proof, that the system which con- 
tains these doctrines is hated by the 
natural heart, while the Arminian 
scheme, and the Universal scheme, and 
every other selfish scheme, is pleasing 
to such a heart. Indeed, many who 
are convinced of the falsehood of these 
schemes, have still expressed a hope 
that they may yet be foundtrue. But 
mankind are naturally haters of God, 
and lovers of their own selves; and we 
should naturally expect that this selfish, 
disobedient spirit ‘would oppose the 
soul-humbling doctrines of the gospel, 
which are no less according to godli- 
ness, than they are inconsistent with 
selfish affections. S. C. 
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